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LENT 2017

Dear Friends,

This 2017 Season of Lent marks the 15* year that we have been writing and
producing our own collection of meditations for our people. This year, we are
focusing on the kingdom of God. Our writers, in various ways, have tried to help us
imagine the kingdom of God by focusing on the stories and parables of Jesus and the
Negro Spirituals. Because our ancestors had a unique understanding of God’s
kingdom, we will be allowing those songs and melodies 1o be our traveling

companions as we journey through Lent together.

Our songbook of Negro Spirituals Includes songs that were published before 1920,
and are in the public domain. Though the words are familiar 1o us, many of these
melodies and arrangements may not be as familiar. It is important for us to keep
these melodies alive so that we do not lose the ability to sing the songs that were key
to our ancestors’ survival. The theology illuminated in these songs demonstrate the
firm grasp our ancestors had on the key truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ; and why
it was that they were able to hold on to their humanity as they experienced the
degradation of enslavement in America.  Resistance meant, among other things,
speaking and singing in the coded language that only they could understand. It
meant refusing 1o accept the slave master’s version of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
May we be reminded of who fed them in their wilderness as we face our own
uncertain days.

A note about the organization of our study: Each Wednesday, instead of reading a
meditation, you will find a few songs highlighted. Use your Wednesday devotional
period to read the lyrics of the songs and imagine the circumstances under which the
words were birthed. You'll leam the melodies for the songs during our worship
together on Wednesday nights - so make it a point to be present!

We are grateful for our members who write for us every year. This year, we welcome
new writers — Malcolm Robertson and Requithelia Allen. As always, we extend
an open invitation to Concorders to consider writing for our congregation. New
writers are always welcome!

We look 1o see you each Wednesday evening during this scason! We begin with a
Soup and Salad Fellowship at 6:00 pm. Worship begins at 7:00 pm. This year, we
will be blessed by the preaching of Pastor Simpson’s students from Drew Theological
Seminary. Remember to bring a friend with you to worship. If you drive, offer to
pick someone up. Think about the people who live in your area. This season is
always a good time to share hospitality and build community.

In the friendship of Jesus Christ,
Pastor Simpson

The Kingdom of God: Parables and Songs for the Journey
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March 2, 2017
Isaiah 2:1-4
' The word that Isaiah son of
Amoz saw
and In

come the mountzin of the
Lord’'s house shall be

shall not lift up sword
nation, neither shall
learn war any more.

KEEPING HOPE ALIVE
Michael O. Ojewale

The ome thing that sustains the human spirit in its bleakest
hours is hope, In my fiest months on the job as prison chaplain, |
had a young man in his early twenties in my office. His family
was having a hard time and he was having a rough time

with i1, especially, not being around to help. 1 allowed him to
his mother. As he talked, 1 heard him encouraging his mother,
“Mom, I'll be home soon; Mom, Il soon be home.” When the
call ended, 1 asked when he would be Jeaving jail. His “soon” was
over a year away. That was not how | would define "soon™ but |
bit my I Iater realized that an incarcerated person with a
fixed redease date would talk of going home soon even if he had
two more years to spend in the penal system. To that person, a
defimite, specific, fixed release date is a great sign of hope, even if
it 8 two years away. It will come 10 pass!

The one thing that sustsined Israel in its bleakest hours was
hope based on the promised Messiah, a certain, future Deliverer,
mmhubahh.ﬁhdhupmpba;pmjcdedhopedn

better, brilliant, victorious future. At the end of history, the
entire human race would finally acknowledge God as supreme
and the Temple in Jerusalem as the place to worship the

sovereign God. Judah was called to live considering that
reality, To a displaced, exilic people loaging not just for home
but for a return of their mation to its carlier prominence as it was
during the reigns of Kings David and Solomon, no words could
be more hope and faith sustaining than these words of Isaiah.

Other like Micah, Hosea, Malachi, and Jeremiah also

|

prophets
sustained Isracl's bope. New Testament figures like Zechariah (Luke 1 67-79), Simeon and Anna
(Luke 2: 25 ~28) all attest to the realization of the these prophecies in the work of forerunner John,
and in the birth of Jesus, Even after Jesus' resurrection and prioe 1o His ascension His Disciples’
sentiments and hope was revealed in thelr last question to Jesus, “Lord, will You at this time restore

the kingdom to Israci?” (Acts 1:6). That is the sustaining power of hope!

Eugene Lang was invited to speak to a class of 61 sixth graders in 1981, He wondered what he could
say %o inspire these students, most of whom would drop out of school. He said: “1 asked the
principal of the school how many of these kids would go 1o college, and he 1old me maybe one.” Mr,
Lang wondered how he could get these children even to Jook at him, Scrapping his notes, he decided
o to them from his heart. “Stay in school,” he admonished, “and 'l help the college
tuithon for every one of you." At that monsent, the lives of these students changed. For the first time,
they had hope. One student said, *I had something to look forward to, something walting for me. It
was a golden feeling.™ Mr. lmmhnhahywﬁn;mmmwﬂmmopmdoorm
his office and, above all, his energetic encouragement. That class achioved greast sucoess, Their own
hard work and dedication propelied them forward. Bu.themllmpﬂwloundinl‘u‘sm
and his concrete support inspired them to work hard.

May we jourmcy through this Lenten scason reminded of the challenge issued in one of the
Reverend Jesse Jackson's most famows sermons: bet us remember the promises and work hard to

“Keep Hope Alive!™

Page 5 | Week One: Hoping for A Kingdom



March 3, 2017
Isaiah 11:1-9
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*They will not hurt or

destroy on all my holy
mountain; for the carth will
be full of the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover
the sea.

FULFILLMENT OF A PROPHECY
Emest Greene

The som of Obed and the grandson of Ruth and Boaz, Jesse was King
David's father. However, before David became King, his father

was simply “Jesse”, His name meant simply “God exists”,
humble roots would be born Jesus, the Christ, Isaiah's
would become of the “shoot from the stump of Jesse™ was fulfilled in
Jesus: The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him without measu
evidenced by gmace, wisdomn and strength. If Isalah
describing this fulfillment in today”s context, he'd say:

was
Jesus Christ shall be endowed with super-powers through the Holy
Spérit: wisdom, understanding, might, knowledge, fear of God, spiritual
vision and superlative hearing:

Wisdom: to know what's good for His own people and the ability to
choose the best means to secure the best ends,

Understanding: the judgement that results from wisdom,

Might: the strength of heart and purpase to meet difficulties,
encounter dangers, to be bold, open and fearkess in the discharge of His

duties,

Knowledge: possession of the knowledge of the attributes, character,
plans, and will of God.

Fear of God: aim to please God and a reluctance to offend God; the
first step towards tree “knowledge”.

Spiritual Vision: ability to judge justly and with mercy, not according
to outward

APPEArances.
Superlative Hearing: the ability to hear every voice and to not judge
by common fame and report.

In Isaiah’s vision everything and evernyone is restored 1o its intended
state, All will be transformed by the grace of Chirist, Strength will be
understood as the willingness to submit to the truth, and the
proclaimers of the gospel will reveal the great things of the Gospel
without using any coercive power, but as little children. The Lord
promises to protect the poor and vulnerable, and God's people
pursue justice for those that bear the injuries done to them, for
are entitled to divine care and peotection,

The Prince of Peace shall bring peace. God's people shall be deli
not only from evil, but from the fear of it as well. The earth shall li
in Jove, for the carth shall be full of the knowledge of the Loed,

God did not renege on God's everlasting promise 10 David, A new
“David’ was born, ancinted with the power of the Holy Spirit to usher
in a new workd order, In this new kingdom, there will be equity
Justice, righteousness, and faithfulness, War will be no more. Al
belicvers must witness to the fulfillment of the prophecy, so that the
“carth will be full of the
believers fear only the Loed, W

God, advocate for justice for the weak and poor, and work to spread

the Gospdl everywhere.

L§H

71

Page 6 | Week One: Hoping for A Kingdom



March 4, 2017 “DRIPPING WITH IMAGINATION..."
Daniel 2:44-45 Jonathan Tennial
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I have been watching the HBO series, The Young Pope, where the
kingdoen that shall character Pope Pius X111 has aspirations of restoring the Catholic

nor shall Church to its glory days. In expressing his hopes and aspirations
he says, “God and | are dripping with imagination.”

D s ;,'“&:ﬂ;’"" As we think about what we expect God's coming kingdom to Jook
it

3}
38'
{
i

mountain and by a more dominamt and promismest kingdom. Amyone who
that it crushed the irom, the studies understands that in every of time, there is
bronze, the clay, the silver, and one kingdom that seems to dominate the world, Each of these
the gold. The God has kingdoms will cventually have a great fall,  Another will rise up

i
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trustworthy.” destroyed bat it “shall stand foeover™ (Daniel 2:44). It shall be a
kingdom void of walls and fences, keeping people in and others
out. It shall be a kingdom where all people - regardiess of race,

gender, sexuality, creed, or any other socially constracted characteristic — shall be froe to be who

God created to be, free from xenophobia. [t shall be a kingdom that shall never be destroyed
by fear of difference, where differences are celebrated and welcomed,

Can we oo drip with God's imagination for God's coming kingdom? As somgwriter John Lennon
said, “You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one...” If this too, is your hope, lets do our
part 1o make it come to pass.

“FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM.,." March 5, 2017
Jonathan Tennial Daniel 7: 13- 14

Every great kingdom is also known for their beadership and the '* As T watched in the night
personas of the monarch. Just as every great kingdom comes to an Yisions, | saw one like a
end, the reign of all monarchs must also end. As Daniel imagined the b‘:e-ﬂ hmﬁs
coming kingdom of God, he also looked to the monarch who would Mwm e i
lead this kingdom and have doménion over it, “’“‘m e le “i im
's viss ther kised beast ) o him was given
2:':';:0&& o::r their Mpedh:. m n:”dm are domlllo..:;d .ﬁ"”' sad
do away. But in his night nacions, and languages

, be soes “one like a human being” presented before God and should serve hl-‘:. .‘",
kangdom. This messianic dominiom is am everlasting

that never ends, Further proving its eternal away, and his kingship is one

are ferocious, evil and oppressive and cause terrible things to to people they deem Jess than
. These ruders never last! Thanks be 1o God that this will belong 10 the supreme
monarch, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and forever!

Page 7 | Week One: Hoping for A Kingdom
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ANTICIPATION
Harry Franklin

Have you ever wished or hoped that some long-held dream would
come true? The fact is that all of us at ooe time or another in our lives
have wished for something. And, many of the things we have wished
for are just that: “things." If I were to ask you 10 name three wishes
that you most desire in your life, what would you answer? You might
desire a better job, more money in the bank, or to see your children
off 10 a good start in life. Perbaps, very few of us would name wishes
that have real power to transforms our lives. Such wishes are likely %o
begin with the verb to “be™: To be more loving to family and friends,
10 be a more sincere follower of Christ, 10 be one who has a clearer
vision of the Savior. These are Bfe-changing desires.

Simeon was given the promise of a Nfetime. He would not die before
he saw the Lord's Messiah! What a remarkable promise for anyone to
receive! Cam you imagine how excited Simeon might have felt when
this was revealod to him? Maybe he wondered why be was chosen for
such a promise. Undoubtedly, of all the things he might have hoped
for in his life, this promise had to be singularly su ! Maybe he
woadered from day to day: Is this the day? 1s this the hour? How will
it happen? Maybe his heart overflowed with holy anticipation.

When the day and hour finally arrived, Simeon enters the temple and
finds the promise - Jesus - with his parents. He holds the child in his
arms and gives praise to God. He has seen the salvation of the Loed!
The Messiah, a light of revelation has come for the Gentiles, and for
ghory 10 Israel has come, Now, be says God is disoaissing him in
peace. He blesses Mary and Joseph, who are amazed at what they
had heard, and he tells them of the things 10 come.

What a remarkable account of spiritual fulfiliment! Simeon was blessed
in at Jeast three respects, according to this account: with the privilege
of holding the child Jesus, the Savior of the woeld, in his arms; blessed

%0 have the Holy Spirit in his heart; and, blessed to be able 10 depant
from this life in having experienced the glorious fulfillnsent of an
incredible Praise be 1o God!

How many of this workd's lost souls will never see Jesas? How many
church members bave not seen the Savior?  Although we cannot hold
the child Jesus in our arms like Simeon did, we can “see” Jesus by
accepting God's promise to all who believe. The Apostle Peter declares
that “the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far

away...” (Acts 2:39).

The promise to every believer inchades the forgiveness of our sins, and
the gift of the Holy Spieft, We are promised power 10 becomne the
children of God, and to share in the coming Kingdom of our Loed and
Savior Jesus Christ,

Thanks be to God?

Page 8 | Week One: Hoping for A Kingdom



PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD
Michael O. Ojewale

infrastructures. The only time these bad roads get attention is
when the new governor in power intends to visit.  Before the
govermor’s visit, the local contractors would be paid o do
mmmmmmwuamta
days until the governor’s visit was over, Then, among the list of
demands from the governor, the top priority would be the

g
:
4
g

on a journcy that shouldn last more than i
mdlmmndthjoboalbcm:g-wmmty
pressed for repadr of their roads. The governor sald they should
be grateful because he did not see a single accident on his trip
o what one would observe on tarred, double
express roads, the type the community was asking for.

Reading today’s passage changed my opinion about the actions
of those communities. Yes, a king, a governor, deserves the
honor of a smooth ride to visit his/ber people. In our Scripture
reading today, the King of kings is visiting His realm. The
hu\msu&ewbcdnmpdoo.oﬂhcﬂn&mpod
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the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” (Isaiah 40:3). Then we have the
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appeared in the wildernes

proclaiming a baptism o
for the

5
4

3
£

g

3
-

by
i
k
i

|
]

:
]

:
3

£
i
g
§
5

{
E
:

s P

1
§§
i

q

iF
i
E

:
g

5
' 4
¥ 3f

:
3
agg

TP
it
3;;33
e
G T

g

messenger
and forerunner of this time of fulfillment in the person of John the Baptist. John fulfilled his

as forerunner to introduce Jesus to the world. He cal

change of heart and ways.

We sang, “Go, tell it on the mountain,” during the Christmas season. Now is the time to prepare the
way for the coming of the Lord into our lives, communities, and churches.

As we journcy forward in this Lenten season, may we, Bke John the baptizer, 1) exemplify and live

the repentamt life so we may be authentic in calling others 1o repentance; 2) simpli
henceforward; and 3) draw attention sway from and point

embrace a simple lifestyle

our lives and

people to Jesus and truly live out the church slogan, *It’s mot about me, it's about Jesus.”

Page 9 | Week One: Hoping for A Kingdom



SONGS TO END THIS WEEK:
March 8, 2017

“Down By The Riverside”
(Why do you think so many of the spirituals reference a “river™?)

“Daniel Saw The Stone”
(What do you think is the meaning of “the stome?”



MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE
Emma Jordan-Simpson

The first time | read Maya Angelou’s poem 1 Rise,” |
cried, | did not understand at the time, but | heard
concludi ‘inesmdlfellmchminaedblc\wigh

respo .

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear, I rise
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear, I rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,

I am the dream and the hope of the slave.

I rise, I rise, I rise.”

2

£

imo Isaish’s ‘dream
scripture, this hope, this drea
hearing.”
Whenever | read Luke's account
think of Harriet Tubman.

{
zirg

been fulfilled il; your
esus

-

over and over again, leading ber
others 1o safe territory. Liberators are

March 9, 2017
Luke 4:14-21

good mews to the poor, He has sent
to proclaim release to the
to the
free,

many
when their walk matches their talk. And,

Harriet was so that the bounty for her capture was an unheard of $40,000 - one
millon dollars in t S Currency.

Jesus knew the and dreams of his forebears. On this day, he found his place in Isaiah’s
words, He the songs his mother sang: “_.my soul magnifies the Loed.[God)

lifts
ﬂwhﬁ.mmwwmmm&anMMmem

ancestors..."(Luke 1:46 - 83). Standing with the hopes of his ancestors, Jesus

responsibility to honor the hope for good news, freedom and healing,
There would be a bounty on head, too, because his walk would match his talk.

But he's still leading people to safe territory.

Page 10 | Week Two: The Kingdom of God is At Hand



March 10, 2017 TOUCHED
Luke 4:38-44 Michael O. Ojewale

MAfter leaving the syma e he Believe it or not, human beings need touch. There was
. s an orphanage with a high rate of mortality. They soon

suffering from a discovered that the cute babdes weren't dying, oaly the
l&nm not-so-cute ones. These babées were all fed the same and

. PThen he stood over her and taken care of in a similar manner. An observant
ber. attendant poticed that guests and visitors carried the

allow them to speak, because they o,np neaple recoil from touch, Some want Joving towch
KBaw that ba was e Meastan. but have beea touched in the wrang way allthee livs.
Q seoarted We n a consensual touch that is mot about
~m,:ham¢.:‘a::r exploitation or extortion. We used to sing this chorus
were Jooking for him; and when they during church services not too long ago: TOUCH
him from leaving them. “But he said thmlhﬂywbmlh‘:(lb\v)w);hbom

to them,
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“So he comtinued proclaiming the Jesus' way with people was to touch (Matthew 8:1-4;
message in the synagogues of Judea.  Luke 4:40). Here, be tonched Peter’s mother-in-law and

apron, X

served Jesus and His disciples. One minute she was, “sick with a high fever,” another minute she

was waiting on bungry people and serving them. Are we saved 1o serve? ks our salvation
) on serving God? Most Christians believe that we are not saved as a coadition or

Yeu, if our lives have been touched by God's hand, we cansot help but 1o serve the purposes of
God's kingdom. We serve God as an expression of thanksgiving for the grace that saved us. God
sent a message to Pharaoh through Moses, “Let my people go, that they may serve Me,” (Exodus
8:1)

Not wanting any undue pablicity that might distract Him from His mission, after Jesus healed the
leper in Mark 1:40-45, Jesus told him, "See that you say nothing to anyone...” But, he told
everyone! He couldn't keep it to himself. Previously ostracized from society, and now healed and
restored — how could he be quiet about it?

What's your story? Where is your kingdom-witnessing evidence that you have been touched by
God?

Page 11 | Week Two: The Kingdom of God is At Hand



March 11, 2017

Mark 1:14-20 COME FOLLOW ME
Now a&ujco.l;;:-mned. Malcolm Robertson
Jesus came to proclaiming ¢ | write this meditation, [ do so with grest reluctance. | know
the g0od news of God. 42 my own imperfections and bow far 1 fall short of God's
B RS S S s, expectations. So, I do not write this s one who i perfect. But
"""‘..‘.” lieve in the | 20 ask that you consider the message I foel lod to share with
good news.” e
As | read my assignment, my first thoughts were, why was |
¥As Jesus passed along the Sea : e’
e ) sosmas ‘.‘mcbounoomﬂc\h?hlnlp«pluddm:lmnnmn

clection of the 45* presiden second thought “this
brother Andrew casting a net into mdﬂmu:fam&h:‘wwm!‘l bt

{hie sea—for they were Rshermen: off the world of MSNBC, and focused o the word that I saw
Sea

E
1
g

to them, “Follow
me and [ will make you fish for the gosped message.

him. mllm.itwadﬁiduolmmngmdﬂwndﬁm

people based on their woek, that helped me to see my message.
Jesus did not judge them, nor did be pick them based on their holiness or righteousness, Jesus saw
them working and then called them. Mark say's, “Josus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw..,

[w]hen he had gone a Nttle further, he saw...” (Mark 1:16- 19). What Jesus saw was poople working.
More importantly it was these men of work that Jesus called to do his work. One can onldy infer that

Now, 1 will not pretend 10 know the will of God or Jesus. 1 will Jeave that to religious scholars more
astute than myself, However, | will suggest Jesus knows that the kagdom of God will requize workers
mmgmmmmmmwmmmmmmmam

As we move into uschartered waters and uncertain times, the message should be that the kingdom of

God requires workers who can use their skills to build and support the church. The Preachers will

; the Disconate will serve; the Singers, will sing; Dancers willl dance; and, Ushers willl usher. But

wo forget, it 100k Workers who worked, not just saints to build Concord Baptist Church of Christ

from the fiery ashes. It took workers who worked to pay off the mortgage, build a school, nursing
home, rehabilitation center, clothing exchange, and oredit union to name a few.

As we move deeper into 2017, the guestion is - what work can you do? What talents do you have?
How will you use them when Jesus says 10 you, “Come follow me™?
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THE WORK OF THE KINGDOM
Daria Benson

a dexd g

ue of blood. He is being assisted by the disciples, but we know March 12, 2017

them at this time. By verse 9, be meets Matthew 9:35.38
Matthew, As we have previously learned through Bible study, as
a tax collector, Matthew was not considered a desirable person ®Then Jesus went about all
for Jesus to have in his inner circle. In verse 10, it is noted that the cities and villages,
tax collectors are grouped with general sinmers, teaching in their synmagogues,

and proclaiming the good

As we Jearn from Jesus' deeds and teachings, everyone has at news of the Hﬂm and
least ome skill to contribute towards helping others to realize the wﬁumg“m and every
plentiful harvest. The laborers may be because we are Sickness. he saw the
snobbish as to whom we want to help us with the work. If we are Srowds, he had
ot familiar with them, or they are not like us, then we dont them. "‘::.:“M' 4 "’;;:
want them to share the work load. In some cases we don't want "’"“‘: Ipless,
Mmmmmm:wmmnim.mm Shoep without & shephard.
see a task as ming if are not others can assist YThen
$0 we give up casily. It ks vital to encourage additional talests to .mh::“fm
accomplish what is needed. If Jesus had not called Matthew 10 (10 Joborers are few:
work beside him, to follow him, the telling of this Gospel would o refore ask the Loed of the
mot have been realized. harvest 10 send out laborers

into his harvest.™
An everlasting need for work by all is to ensure that people
achicve education to realize thelr valusble worth in the Kingdom.
We may not all be teachers, but there are many tasks that can
contribute 10 2 student’s success. One can help with an after-school program or buy & magazine
subscription for a class,

We can adapt the tasks for 3 harvest of produce to that of an educational harvest:

Prepare the Soil: there needs to be a fertile foundation/good leaming environment for

encouragement

m:;m provide current information and resources for development and
Water and Fertilizer: keep students well pourished, rested and fit

Manage Impediments: be aware of forces that hinder productivity and growth
ALWAYS PROVIDE LOVE AND COMPASSION!

Reap the Harvest: a healthy yield provides dividends that will nourish others and
coatinue the cydle

Yes, the Kingdom of God is at hand, Jesus” work, our work, is about taking an active part in God's
kingdom, and doing what we can with what we have at hand. There s no need to walt,

g

ey «© «
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PLENTY GOOD ROOM IN GOD’S KINGDOM
Requithelia Allen

captivated by this image of a house. Muybe it is a
dwelling that would successfully accommodate
. This house that | envision would allow each of us
comfort and withowt conflict over who belonged
was entitled to what. | envision a dwelling
umanity would be at peace with God and with
this house there is enocugh of absolutely
accommodate absolutely everyone: enough
, enough medical care, and enough food. There is

11
z

i&% ’

§

I am certain that you are thinking, “That would be
some bouse!™ Friends, the Kingdom of is this house, In

witnessing the effects of a “house divided™. A nation that has  judges

long ascribed to being “one mation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all® ks clearly functioning as a
mation under siege from within, We are, in the words of
Christ, livieg with the perils of a “divided house.”

In a “divided house™ no one is safe. There are no people
are pot subject 1o the harsh methods incited by fea
difference, and fear that there is just not enough to
around. There is much at stake when bving in a dind
house, Individual agendas are prioritized over the good
all. In a divided house justice looks like federal gag orders,
and walls of division to some; while justice looks like
resistance and community to others.

How are we 10 be the Kingdom of God living in a house
divided?

We must remember that cach of us is accountable to each
other. The of God for us s found in community,
and in the Kingdom of God there is always encugh. We are
each other’s keeper and we must use the “finger of God™ to
cast out demons of xemophobia, racism, and white

SUPEemaCY.

We must agree that there is never a time that we can
conform 1o the methods of a divided house, because the

Kingdom of God is now,

¥

ia

-3

March 13, 2017
Luke 11:14-26

MNow he was casting out a
demon that was mute; when the
demon
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the demons by
Beelzebul, by whom do your
exorcists cast them owut?
Therefore they will be your
, ®But if it is by the fin
of God that | cast out t

1
i1

;

i
ﬁgsE
-
I
in

Page 14 | Week Two: The Kingdom of God Is At Hand



Marthew 25: 1413 CHANGE IS INEVITABLE
Linda Thornhill

“The kingdom of heaven will be like this® is such an
took their lamps and went to meet  intriguing launch for the imagination. Admittedly the use of
the bridegroom. ‘Five of them \irging mecting the bridegroom Is interesting imagery. It ks
were foolish, and five were wise. cloarly rooted in first century marriage customs in Palestine.
When the foolish took thelr y,., qoes this imagery to us today? What about for
.w“ "'m‘”w&wm'm' Mel oit People who do not identify as ‘virgin® or ‘Bridegroom’? What
with their lamps. “As the about tnun:l:ed peoples wh: cannot m?m

delayed, all of
thess z\"!lﬂ‘*ﬂ past bevond survivieg another day?
This is

“But at midnight there was a a story of inclusion and hope. It begins with ten
shout, ‘Look! Here is the women who are waiting for their change to come, There are
bridegroom! Come out to meet some things they need for a real
him.* is not something that they

g out.” "But the wise replied, hoth fall asleep. The change for these women has
‘No! there will not be enough for bheen .llisnoumiono(wbdhulhewﬂ
M“ﬁfﬁimumz actually happen, but when will it happen? This ks usually the
to the dealers and buy some for cue with change. It will happen whether we are ready for it

yourselves.’ or not and often when we least expect it

23 o h.
the bridegroom came, ..J'ZL.. When the change became eminent as signaled by the Joud
ready went with him shout at midnight, the five who were not ready needed help,
: the but help was not avallable to them, They found the door
. "Later the other shut to them. This is often the case with many in our society.
bridesmaids came also, saying. The door is shut to many. Some of us may be prepared when
‘Lord, lord, open to us.' the change Is eminent and others may not.
Bu

Byt be replied, ‘Truly 1 tell you, I Problems arise and in some cases, they may seem to
not kmow you." ! awake devastate some, while others get the help. This situation
for you kmow neither may soem as though God does not care. But God does care

the day mor the hour. has sent us the change in Jesus Christ. God’s intent is to
reach us and change us and our circumstances, The change

message is that that everyone is included and help is

available. It is up to us to work on our change, 10 believe, and to stay awake and not give up hope.

The message of change is that help is inevitable, and its available to all
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SONGS TO END THIS WEEK
March 15, 2017

“I'm Going to Do All I Can”
(Why would the ancestors sing about “mowrning ™ all they could “for the Lord*?

“Get On Board, Little Children”
(Where is the “gospe! train™ coming from and where is it headed?)



A LEADER OF A DIFFERENT KIND
Emma Jordan-Simpson

John has a vision of the kingdom of God. He has spent his life working to ralse the consclousness
of a generation about this kingdom. He and his followers have experienced the full brunt of
violence under Herod's kingdom. His carfiest memories are of the violence afflicted upon the
community by Herod's father - Herod the Great - who murdered a generation of children in an
effort to stop the growth of the kingdom of God for which John would be the Inaugural Herald.
He now sits in prison because his commitment to God's kingdom meant that he was not going to
‘play nice” with Herod Antipas.

We know that John declared a vision of a new kingdom, and that be affiemed Jesus as the one
*who must increase.” But we dont know the details of what John expected from Jesas'
leadership. Most people Bving under Herod's regime and in Caesar’s kingdom expected rescue to
come in the form of a military leader. They expected an outright overthrow of Caesar’s
government. So, as John is sitting in prison and he hears about what Jesus & dolng, he asks a
question heavy with the weight of life under the empire. “Jesas - are you really the one we've
been expecting, or are we to expect a leader of a different (heteros) kind?

Jesus’ answer? “Here is the evidence of the kingdom | declare: people now see and have
1o move; people who were ostracized and Jeft alone are finding community; the dead ends of
are being erased and good news is beating a path to poor people.”

The evidence that God's realm is at hand is found in the indications that the powers of every other
kingdom, every power that works to diminish the full humanity of all of God's people, is put o
notice. Herod was right to be afraid of John's message, because with Jesus, Herod has lost the
power to define what it means to be a human being of worth. People who see these indications of
hope are invited to join Jesus in witnessing to this kingdom. And oaly those who have rejected
every other kingdom can answer that invitation.

The violence experienced by John the Baptist and his contemporaries was still the reality of life
for the followers of Jesus by the time Matthew’s gospel was written.  John paid the price for the
hope of a new kingdom with his life, as did many others. The faithful had to look back and
remember all of the ways that Jesus upended Herod's kingdom, cancelled consequences of human
brokenness and inspired their hope, because while they were in the thick of it, their guestions
ochood Jobn's, | am an African American, I'm alive because my ancestors survived “the terrible
transatlantic tragedy” and refused to give up hope. 1 cannot consider Joha's question without
also hearing their voices: “How long, O Lord? How long will the kings of death rein? When will
God move this wicked race?”

This kingdom Jesus preaches where the powers of death and destruction do not get the last word
is exactly what we have been waiting for. Citizenship in that kingdom means that we have the
power to resist, to fight, to stand up against every Herod. And while Herod's death powers may
indeed touch our bodies, be is not the king of our souls.
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March 17, 2017
John 3:1-10

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. “He came to Jesus by night
:ﬂdwhymhw.:lmma@:tmhsm&mco&hmmm
these signs you do the presence of God.” "Jesus answered him, “Very truly, |
tedl mawmmmmmm"mm
to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother's womb and be boen?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, 1 tell you, no one can enter the
God water and Spirit. *What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that | said to you, ‘You must be born
above.” * The blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it Is with everyone who Is born of the Spirit.™
can these things be?™ ' Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher

BREAKING THE NICODEMUS CODE

Mastin Robertson
MAccording 10 The Pew Research Center 58% of Christians voted for Dooald Trump, | struggied for
days why so many saw him as the best choice to lead our nation. After speaking with

a few Christians were open enough to discuss their vote for Mr. Trump [ began to see a trend.
The leading point for them was the issoe of sexuality and mardage equality, It was as if they had all
been issued the same talking-points and were now regurgitating them in perfect harmony. They
spoke with such passéon and conviction, And I must admit 1o being moved by their argaments, So
dﬂ:ﬂ;hwhuﬁmdmthbMdt&phdeddehW«iw
_w darkness.

Nicoderyus, 4 member of the relighous elite, comes 10 the Loed at night because he has a question. A
lot can be said about Nicodemus, but todays meditation is not about him, it's about you, me, and the
2017 condition of the Body of Christ,

Nicodemyus is code for today’s church, and the timeless religious elite. These are the self-proclaimed
“Christians™ who only find the strength and courage to approach GOD at “night’, in the darkness,
when no one else is around to see. quuu'omngnmmm
with trite, facile godly responses. Nicodemus is code for a church that believes it has successfully
captured truth, and uses truth as the brick and mortar for its immaculate walls in which to hide
from GOD in their ignorance.

Let us keep the message simple. Nicodemus had the written word, but be missed the message,
GOD's True message is of LOVE.

Jesus is looking into your eyes and saying to YOU *Nicodemus, do you not know these things?”
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LEADERSHIP THAT SERVES GOD’S DREAM March 18, 2017
Emma Jordan-Simpson Luke 22:24-30

Religious leadership at its best is a response to God's call to A dispute also arose among
be in the service of God's Jove and justice. God called leaders them as to which one of them was
to do ome thing: be in the service and restoration of God's ' be regarded as the greatest,
lmage in everyone and cverything. Lay woman Verna Dozier **But he said to them, “The kings

. . g * the * of the Gentiles lord it over them;
mabookmaqonnlhgﬂm mminglhmund“muqumm

m'::ed buebaor:.h:nm not

“The role of the church, I think, is to be the ot JOI; sather: Che: proatest
who work with God to bring that dream abour. I $7o0 Y05 =usl become The the
think the people of God is the church. That can be mm ¥For who is greater,
very hard for the institution to comprehend, When the one who is at the table or the
the inatitution gets to be more important than one who serves? Is it not the one
idcaflanbdb.d:mﬂdnwhamgommqmd at the table? But | am among you
it loses something as one who serves.

This dispate among the disciples is situated in Luke's gospel sy

right before Peter doclares he would never deny Jesus, It wmi:'m;mmm

happens before Jesus prays in agony - basically alone - in the o just as Father has

garden while these same disciples sleep.  They wanted to on me, a ¥so

claim ownership of the title “the greatest™ - but they cthat eat and drink at ey

wouldn't even be able 1o last the night with him. table in my ki and you will

sit on thrones the twelve
“The one who betrays me is here at the table with me.” The tribes of Israel.

spirit of betrayal that we all peed to address in our own discipleship.

“I am among you as one who serves,” he says. Yet you are arguing over who Is the greatest?
“I am among you as one who serves, he says. Yet you want to do what 1 have never done -
accumulate power 10 loed over people just like the kings of that other kingdom?

We may bring amsacing skills 1o the work of the kingdom, but we often make ourselves unusable to
God for God's kingdom because of our selfish ambitions make us unavailable. We are too basy
practicing the ip principles of other kingdoms - and inflicting those Jeadership behaviors
o the church. We to repent and learn anew,

After our ancestors felt the brunt of thelr masters’ whip, they also heard those same masters sing
the hymns of Jesus. And our ancestors concluded that “everybody talking about heaven ain't
going there.” bad a profound understanding of what was at stake when the people who
claim Jesuas are the disciples of other kingdoms,

Leadership in the kingdom of God is not about the grestness of position. [t is a posture toward
serving God’s dream of Justice and restoration for all of God's creation.

Disciple - what does your leadership look like?
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March 19, 2017
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*¥or John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
columsmdthez:dumbdkndhlmnﬂmdﬁammh.mdﬂmdumm
minds and belicve

WHO'S ASKING?
Natasia McCormick

Misnoudzylhnmubywbatanxmba\ a made of us. At home, in the office,
school, traveling from point A to be B, in church, st social events and even on social media, [ can
guarantee that someonc will request something of or from you; it is incvitable. Yes, are
instances where we gladly accept someone’s friend request or imitation to an even
someone off or take someone 1o ren errands; we give someone on the street whatever
willing to spare; and, we pick up food for the children even though there's dinmer left from last
might. We assist coworkers with their assignments. There are other times when we are not as
cheerful about the ongoing requests, Yet, we filffll them any way. Some will even force themselves
:dbedmlhmherdqupuethdiuaulnuggbjummnﬁdtbm
something,

Then there are times we just say, “No.” Maybe we just dont feel like it or we are fed up with the
constant requests.  Maybe we just decided to put ourselves first for once. It doesn't matter, We
usually end up doing what was asked of us any way.

It is easy to experience burnout and resentment when we are doing too much, especially when we
are operating outside of God's will for our lives. We doa’t know what the situation was with this
som.

4

Yes, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13). However, we are
mot called to do everything. Every sssignment Is not ours, Sadly, there are folks who will try to
manipulate others by using the name of Jesus. They attempt to guilt trip us into doing what they
desire by twisting God's word.

As Christians, whatever we do in life should be done to the glory of God. Our life should be a
living testimony of God's grace, mercy, compassion, forgiveness and unfailing Jove. The way we
serve, give, sing, pray, teach, help, parent, work and even play should witness to others. We ought
to live a life that not oaly prepares us for God'’s Kingdom in Heaven; but one that reveals God's

here on earth. As much as we desire to please and serve the Lord we need to be
prayerful about the things people ask of us and what we ask of others. We must practice using
Wmﬁﬂmhumwmrumumwurmm
work of t .

Our prayer is that we will do God's will. During this season of Lent, repent and ask God's

for the times we've allowed human nature and self-serving motives to drive us away

:o‘mcod'sﬂ. Pray for a dlean heart and a right spirit, the God’s will be done on carth as it is in
ven,
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HOW WE TREAT PEOPLE MATTERS
Somya D, Johnson

Matthew 25:31-46

March 21, 2017

TR HER T H HIL T s
i B il 1
HipI T i e L
mmmmmm. mmm.mm. mwmmmmmwmm mmm
Lt elifha sllaiir b
i bl il o
I il Rl
e TR ILTE O O T T A A L
mxm mmmm mmmw f .mmm x%mzw

i3 u
mmmwmm mhm mmmm mm m“.mw mmm.mmmM Mm«mmn

0

-8

T m m T
il uw ! ? § i

My Kingdom is Not of This World
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SONGS TO END THIS WEEK
March 22, 2017

“Run, Mary, Run”
(What words in this song do you think might have dual meanings?)

“Move This Wicked Race”
(Under what circumstances do you imagine this song being sung?)



TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT
Samuel Phillips, 111

1 once read a card that said “not everyone gets another chance.”  For some strange reason the
sentiment of this card has served as a reminder that some mistakes are irrevocable.  There are
some decisions that we have made in life that we cannot go back and undo, 1 am sare that all of
us wish that we could take back some insensitive comment to a friend or relative, or reverse some
mean spirited action that causes us to grimace when we think about it.

What a strange reply from the farmer. Letting weeds and plants grow together implies that the
kingdom of God will not consist of perfect people, and that there is always the possibility that
there will be some woeds in our gardens and even in our churches. Put another way, the kingdom
of God is a mived bag of people trying and failing, struggling and falling. Yet, God gives them the
grace 1o get it right. Maybe the farmser sees the possibility in the and knows that if they
keep hanging around the wheat that a transformation might take place.

Perhaps we are the weeds, and God has given us more time 10 be transformed. We can't undo
some things, but | believe that God gives us the grace and self-efficacy to tum some things

1f God has given us more thme to grow, mature and change, then ket us take advantage of it
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THE PARABLE-WHISPERER
Edna Wells Handy

Okay, Jet's write! It's Sunday morning, 5:30 a.m. 1 got time before getting ready for church and
got to do this. There'll be no way to avoid secing Rev. Emma with the same success 1've had
avoiding her cleverly disguised emails, which are really “where's my meditation” missives,
start with “Girl...," making me feel ke we are “homeys™ (which, if truth be told, 1 kind of
cause it makes me feel special).

Whisper:  Okay then, Jet's start with her directions; and 1 gquote, *[Y)our
assignment...is [t]he Kingdom of God is like.. mmlmmuiawm
but meaningful ome.” That's code for your three verses of scripture should not

three pages of mediation, as they have been in the past!

FEso

1 got that,
Whisper2  Okay, let’s at least read the , Mark 4:30-32. It's the mustard
seed parable. Gee, 50 many of Jesus” deal with farming, wine-making, or

told means many are called but few chosen. There are ps
silver talents mwaning let your light shine, and in the case of my parable of the
mustard seed, we can see how “the word” grows and spreads.

Whisper 3  Hey, did 1 just explain away my parable in what, less than a page?
That cant be. 1've never written amything in a page or less. WWJD? While | think
about that, my Jesus would want me to continue.

this

Whisper 4  Okay, here's the good stuff. Let’s rewrite this parable for today’s non-
farming audsence, starting with this new verse 30: “The Kingdom of God is
box of chocolates. You mever know what.... * Hold up! What are we F Gump?
I've got to do better than that.

Whisper 5  Okay, how about this new verse 30:  The Kingdom of God is... like a
mpo?emum.lhhplu! “All dressed up, but broken down inside.” Cute,

i

Whisper 6  Okay, okay, | got it. Since we are talking about “the word”, how about
mb\mmmmdwiliQMhMMm&ewof
!.
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No, that wont work. Too much bad stuff goes on the Internet and then there's the
“Dark-met” where evil lives.

7  Okay, Jet's try a different approach. Maybe if we take apart the

we may see how 1o msake it work for the 21t Century hearer, Let's quickly

read through all of the parables in the Gospels to sce if there are patterns.  Hey, bere's

one, 1 think. The subjects of them appear 1o be inanimate objects, like wheat, pearls,

bamps, rings, and dragnets. Oh, wait, no, bere’s one with rich rulers and another with
vineyard workers. They're not things. They're people.

Whisper 8  Okay, m0 pattern there. Maybe I need to take the parable a3 a whole
and not just its parts. Yah, bat when | look at some of them that way, there are things
I don’t get. Take the prodigal son. If | were the father, 1'd be like— “No party for you!
You no good-for-nothing, squanderer!”

And the parsble about the vineyard workers. 1'd be like—“Yo, what's up with this? You
dmthtamummdl\vmm-lldayloquddwmmm I don't thin

Whisper 9  Hey, wait, I'm secing ing here. A pattern? Could it be that the
Kingdom of God is mot about leagth of service, but the fact of service? Is i1, to
paraphrase Martha & the Vandella's, “it doesn't matter what yoa wear (or how long
you work), just as Jong as you are there?”

I mever thought of it that way.
Whisper 10 Okay, you might ask what does that have 10 do with mustard seeds?

Everything! It means: “The Kingdom of God is Bke writing a Lenten meditation.
What appears to be a simple assignment turns into a really big message from oa high!™
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and expect oranges 1o grow, Or if 1 planted green beans, 1 shouldn't be looking for collsrd greens
to appear in the garden. Simply put, what we plant is exactly what grows.

Second, a seed produces exactly what it is supposed 10 and it produces a larger quantity then just
the first seed. One tomato seed produces several tomato plants. The acom grows into an cak tree
with many more acorns on the tree than the one that was initially planted.

The principles of sowing can be applied to our spiritual lives as well. Sowing seeds of peace
produce peace in our spirits and in the atmosphere. Sowing seeds of Jove and generosity produces
the same in the hearts of those to whom we sow them, &5 well as in our own hearts, As we observe
our world today we can identify persons who are not children of the kingdom by the seeds
they sow. Seeds of racism, division, discord and hatred are both rampant growing. One of the
ways we can combat the spiritual seeds of wickedness is by sowing the spiritual seeds of kindness;
we can plant seeds of faith in the face of hopelessness; we can plant seeds love in the face of hate,

Jesus admonishes us 1o sow the seeds that cause us to Jook like God's children, What kinds of
seed are we sowing? Can we be identified as weeds or as children of the kingdom?
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am generous?” ' So the last will be firse, and the first will be lase.”

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE...A JIGSAW PUZZLE
Shakeema North

£

, 50 a jigsaw puzzle was not the first thing |
bout when 1 was deciding on how to
is text. 1 first thought to write about
some, might be the obvious: that through
of this story, Jesus was attempting 1o
to understand how we are to treat
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another way to describe what Jesus is trying to get
the disciples to understand. And then it came to
me - a Jigsaw puxzle! Yes, a jigsaw puzzle. Let me
explain. Puzzles are created by painting a picture
and them cutting that picture into small

In salving a jigsaw puazzle, you don't get to choose
not 1o use a pioce of the puzze,
matters and every plece is necessary
complete picture, whether it's the first
picked out of the bax or the kast. In that way, the
first plece wsed to start the puzzde & not more
important that the last. In fact, it is not until the
last piece has been put in place, that the is
complete. You will never have a complete picture

ple if you leave some of the pieces in the box.

of God's image and likeness. As members of
God's creation, each one of us represents a small
interlocking plece of a larger picture. When put
!og.-tber.webecome(}otfs?mmm.

created anew in Christ Jesus for good works,
When serving the needs of God's , our job is
10 make sure all of bumanity its rightful

place in the picture. We don’t get to choose who
gets belp and who doesn't. Each ane of us matters
and we are all necessary for God's masterpiece 10
come together. When that happens, we get to see
a true work of art - we get 10 see commumity as
God intended.

. We get to see the kingdom of heaven. We get to

SO¢ us,
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PRECIOUS VALUABLES
Henry Snead

Is there something of so much value to you that you would give all you have to keep it? Think for a
moment, Could it be your marriage? Your children? Your Home? Your life? Maybe it's the people in
our lives, the redatioaships we cherish, or those things that cannot be replaced. We might give
everything to secure these things.

How valuable to you is your relationship with God? Though we cannot purchase a relationship with
God, we know of some who have suffered and died for the cause of Christ. Would you suffer for the
cawse of Chirist? How much would you put up for the Kingdom of God?

The Kingdom means evenything to Jesus and bhe gave
March 27, 2017 everything he had for it. These three parables here all

Matthew 13:44-53 illuminate in some way the kingdom of God as
something preciows, even if it is not easily seen.

Jesus says that a man found a treasure hidden in a fiddd.
This was ooe of a few ways people in those had to
socure their valuables. They buried them, It doesn’t
matter why the treasure was hidden in the field or how
the man found it. But after he found the hidden treasure,
he sold everything clse he had so that he could have the
field that hid rhat treasure.  Some scholars say that we
are the ‘man’ in this story and Jesus is the treasure worth
overything we have. Thanks be to God that we cannot
buy a relationship with Christ. We are saved by the grace
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Other scholars say that Jesus is the ‘man’ in this parable,
The fickl, as in other parables before, So
what did Jesus find in the field that He would give up

s

g

M*Have understood all this?™ They Jesus has bought it and it will ooe day be revealed.

cvery The parable of the Parable of the Pearl of Great Value is
trained for the kingdom of heaven is quite similar, Jesus is on a journey searching for special
like the master of a houschold who and valuable goods. He finds a beautiful, valuable pearl,
brings out of his treasure what is new Recognizing its value, he gives ing he has for this
and what is old.* one pearl. Some scholars have to this greatly
YWhen Jesus had finished these valued peard as the ome church, the kingdom of God.

The large drag net finds valuable things as well. It would

often stay ot in the waters for several days covering a
vast arca during that time. It would catch many kinds of fish when pulled back on 10 the shoee,
Some fish were edible and others of no value at all. When the fishermen got back on shore, they
would sort the fish, with the good anes being sold at market and the bad ones thrown away,

After Jesus had the three parables he asks his disciples “if they understood all these

things..." They said they understood, bt 1 would be surprised if they did. But if they did, they'd

have 1o do as he said the scribes did: learn these valuable truths from him and go teach others. My

muhﬁutmmﬂnﬂmhwvﬂubkmmh@ﬁodhunﬁemb&linhhm
given us view of what the Kingdom is like,
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March 28, 2017
Luke 17:20-21

the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he
answered, “The kingdom Gdkmmhawhht&npmncnkdnuv«h"mvﬂlm
here it is!” or “There it is!” For, in facy, the kingdom of God is among you."”

THE KINGDOM IS WITHIN YOU
Michael O. Ojewale

1 believe, as Christians, we live our best life, with intentionality, when we live with one eye on the
cross and the other oa the soon coming King (John 14:1-3). Simultancously, we fix one eye on the
past event of the salvation our souls and fix the other on the consummation and rescue of our bodies
from this sinful world. We keep one eye on the cross where Jesus paid the penalty for our sins for
which our constant response is a life of gratitude and service to Him. And we koep the other eye
looking and watching for His second coming as Loed of lords when we shall give an account of our

ip 0 Him. That would be a balanced Christian life. We are enjoined 1o lve with
anticipation of the second coming of Christ, Such anticipation has the benefit of belping us live a
pare life with a keen sense of accountability. Unfortunately, some Christians live far in the past and
spend their time recounting revivals and moves of the Holy Spirit in the past gemerations. Some
other Christians Hve far into the future and talk of end-time ministry, end-tinse move of God, and
such things that would happen to the Jews or the nation of Israd and to the friends and enemies of
Israel/Jews in the last days. With attention and energy engrossed in the ages past or distant future

I'm often asked by those incarcerated in the facility where | am chaplain, “When are we going to study
mmmm«mmmammwmiwm»mrmm
to them has always boen, “Maybe never!™ Eschatology and end-time events are not my cup of tea. |
wmmmmmmumuﬁmamhmumm
things that I cannot wrap my mind around and that 1 am not peepared 1o spend
estigating. But If they had asked me, "What do we do betwoen now and the second
Omu?"lwouldluw 10 tell them. Rather than looking at the douds for Jesus to
rather o into the streets and get busy dosng the work of the kingdom and getting people ready

come right away, The kingdom wouk] not come mwmmwm
actively participating in the kingdom.

What is the Kingdom? Its about who has your first allegiance - the kingdom of God or self. It is either
ote or the other. You cannot straddie because there's no fence. If you claim to belong 10 God and you
aren’t working for Chirist, you might just be hindering the kingdom, The kingdom of God ks the realm
where God nales. Whoever will pray “Thy will be done™ must fint pray, “My will be gone.” And, before
“Thy Kingdom come” mwst be “My kisgdom go.” The only resson we may peay “Give us... forgive us..,
lead ws.... deliver us,” ks because we live under His rule and domain and acknowledge Him as our Lord,
Sovereign and Ruler of our lives. The Kingdom, being the domain of God's rale, is greater than the
pospel message, greater than our salvation experience and greater than the church or the Body of
Christ. Qur salvation and the church and all eschatology or end-time events are within the concepts of
the Kingdom. The kingdom is God’s influence on earth through His redeemned and
sanctified people, because, as Jesus answered the “the Magdom of God is withén you.”

The Kingdom Christ invites us to is spiritual; it is not of this world though it impacts this workd. It
is eternal. His rulership is not voted on and he cannot be impeached by any political power. Pilate
could not understand this kind of kingdom (John 18:36) - one of righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit™ (Romans 14:17). But it is the only one that matters and &t is within you (Luke
17:20-21).
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SONGS TO END THIS WEEK

March 29, 2017
“Give Me Your Hand"
(Whose “hand’ is this song talking referencing?)
“I Want To Be Ready”

(What words in this somgs do you think might have dual meanings?)
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SHOWING UP IN THE KINGDOM
Requithelia Allen
1 have often thought of the Kingdom of God as something that is to come. The Kingdom of God
nwenudaﬁtamha\mow'thiﬁn;oﬂhe this way has implications for eternity.
It leaves out the responsibility to recognize the fact that the Kingdom of God is now, Today.,
Here, the Kingdom of God is likened to a wedding feast, a modern day jon, and
guests are nvited. This was no ordinary reception. It was & great feast given by the king for his son,

In those days it was the respoasibility of the host 10 provide the proper wedding attire for all of the

mmmmwu»ummmmm\hnemwmma
money 10 become prese All the gwests had to do was show up.

This is procisely what the Kingdom of God looks like today. God has provided a feast of love for cur
consumption in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our sole responsibility is to accept the invitation and
show up.

We are obligated as servants of God to extend invitations to others to attend this reception. We
are called to extend the invitation beyond our church walls, beyond the “who's who" to those we
don’t know, or even want to know. The love of God is available to all without exemption. God
compels us 1o imvite everyone to come and be a part of the faithful at the banguet.

Our ancestors sang a spiritual “I'm gomna’ sif at the welcome table, I'm gonna sit at the welcome

mmdmmm'wmmhmﬁmnum”uw&omMIminm
Master’s house, How wonderful it ks to know we are all welcome at God's table today,
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DON'T COUNT THE SEEDS OUT!
Emma Jordan-Simpson

1 grew up hearing edocators whisper (in their outside voioes) that children from my neighboarhood
were not sown in good ground. Newark was the largest city in New Jersey and when | was in

school, 1 heard a lot about “white flight’. In my head, | envisioned those words
meaning that white people actually “flew” somewhere. My 8th grade teacher was the one who
said to me, “No, they didn't fly somewbere. They just moved out of Newark.™ That explanation
modified the image in my head. 1 no Jonger emvisioned them taking flight, but I did wonder why
they moved away, It wasa't until [ was in my last year of high school that 1 overheard a
conversation between two substitute teachers that put things into perspective

this one and that one,” he responded, naming students he was getting to know. “Exceptions!” she
sakd, “For the rest of them, by the time they get 1o us, there's nothing left to do, except bide our
time. This is Newark, for Christ's sake!” | cleared my throat. As [ packed up my books to leave the
classroom, one of the teachers attempted to apologize to me. My response was unchecked by my
usual restradnt, “Are you apologizing that | heard what you said, or are you apalogizing that you
believe what you said?”

No thanks to these teachers, but by the time 1 had reached my senior year of high school, many of
my Newark-bom peers were doing well right where they were “scattered.” None of us considered
ourselves to be “exceptional” in anything except our 1o be defeated. lnnymhnt-:::
of faith, | felt a very strong sense that whatever | lacked in my natural environment was

provided for me by God. 1 met mentors, had profound experiences that broadened my horizons
and felt 1o a commumity of faith. And every time someone said to me (10 my face),
“Wow, | doat know how you do it* (meaning grow up!), 1 thought “What a cop out!™ 1 also
mw&*mmwmm'mqummmwdmmmnmmm

time.

Chikdren dont have control over where they are scattered. We can participate in God's intent that
they grow wherever they are by meeting their needs (water/sustenance, warmth and community)
in the ways that we can. Seods noed 10 grow roots if they are to survive, but doa’t count seeds out
because of where they have been scattered. God can root a seed in whatever God desires. We
don't know how, we just know that the kingdom grows in the most unlikely of places, There will
be 8 harvest of God's design and there &s nothing anyose can do to stop it's growth,
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1, 2017
Mat 7:15-23

"“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenmous
wolves. *You will know them by their fruits. Are from thoms, or from
thistles? “In the same way, every mbnnpogm the bad tree bears bad

WA good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree good fruie tree that does not

JESUS SAW IT COMING AND WARNED US
Michael O. Ojewale

Upfront, 1 have a confession to make: 1 am deeply disappointed by a lot of what's going on in the
church today under the guise of us being led by the Holy Spirit. (This is the backdrop to
everything that follows.) | am so disappointed that, if [ can help it, I hesitate to identify myself as
a member of the dergy. We are always pigeonholed as “one of them™ before people have a chance
to know us personally.  And, if the truth be told, 1 don't blame people for seeering at the Christian
religion, as evidenced by the focal message, ulterior motives, life and lifestyle of too many who
claim to be Christians. We - the dengy, bear much of the blame for the spread of a gospel that is
ot of Jesas Christ. My heart aches for the masses who are being sold ot in the name of the
kingdom to build the empires of religious charlatans. And, 1 am equally willing to admit that 1 am
woblblylhepmbkm.hlyc&' keeps me from swallowing a lot of what's published or preached
o TV, The problem could be my self-righteous sinful pride, who knows? Jesus' words in today's
reading may exonerate me,

You can defend and suppoet any position ‘biblically” by proof-texting verses, But that does not
make the proposition truth, and in fact, it is often grossly irresponsible. Consider this: As the
story poes, a confused Christian was seeking God'swillmdmdamcthodm-ingmmm
the bible just open to a verse to indicate God's will in the matter.” He his eyes and read
words that are clearly in the bible but not the message he expected: Matthew 2725 *...[Judas)
departed, and went and hanged himself.” He prayed more and then allowed his Bible 1o toa
nmmm.mdmdmhcmhpmaﬁmonamwwu«lyw him
guidance. The second verse was, Luke 10:37 *... Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do Hkewise.™ Not
a good sign! He more earnestly, wondering if God was speaking to him. Then, asking God
for clarification, he repeated the ritual, placed his finger on a third verse, It was Jobn 13:27 =...
Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” The only logical proposition from the “cut and
paste” of these three verses to the man was 10 barm himself. Even though he considered three
verses, was that Diblical’? No! Texts without comtexts are dangerous.

The sub-theme for Week 5 of our Lenten meditation is, “The Kingdom of God is Bke..™ By now,
we've learmed that the Ki of God is like a field planted with good seeds but 1o which the
enemy sowed bad seeds; or like a wedding feast with an improperly dressed goest.

In other words, the kingdom is a2 mived multitude of a kind. Jesus saw it all into our present
oonlma.di(mldwbcpmwh(m.mumumlymmdw'mrcolhbc

Jesus saw it coming and He carnestly warned us, Be wise, be discemning.
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OUT OF THEIR RESOURCES: mz. 2017

HOTDOGMONEY 8:1-3
- ! Soom afterwards he went on
After my first semester in , I came home to a world that did  through cities and villages,
o sense 10 me. My few months of independence and orgnmi‘:
friends-across-the quickly came to a halt. 1 was getting w";"‘:‘ um”
restiess in my house. 1 wanted to go to dinner and bowling, hien ,“'..'“"’“"

Who's baking bread this week? 1 will! Can | borrow your basket? Sure!

1 can hear them playing with babies and sharing tips with new parents about when to give the first
solid food. | can imagine them passing down family stories about the monster that Nves endermeath
the lake. | can feel the warmith of the elders” laughter. [ can see children plotting on who would take
responsibility for a broken vase, This passage makes mention of “providing out of resources,” but it's
almost mever about “resources.” Resources come with community, There's a community being
formed here, and it is beautifl.

There are always people among us who “provide out of their resources™ to help do God's work.
Sometimes we notice these people, but sadly, sometimes we don't.

Who in your community has made it passible for you 1o do the work God has called you to do? Who
has made your load a litthe lighter? Who has made your a little sweeter? Can you think of
someone whose support has made you stronger? Who do you think of when you want to share good
mews? Take time to thank those people and remind them that their work is not in vain. May we all
provide out of our resources so that we make this world a better place.
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3,2017

Ma 21:33-46

“Listen to another parable, The
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THE KING EXPECTS FRUIT AT HARVEST
Cleveland Thoemhill

One foundation stone for most readers of this meditation can
be found within the borders and under the banmer of our
deceptively complex and difficult to navigate American
i It is an intricate, weblike system of palitical,
religious, ecomomic and jodicial institutions that often takes
on the appearance of being hospitable and accom i

Bt it is not. The system is but accommodating. Life
in the American vineyard is It for people on the

. margins. It's tough to make ends meet. But the words of Dr.

Martin Luther King, Jr., spoken on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial echo in the spirits of the marginalized, 100c “Even
though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, | still
have a dream; a dream deeply rooted in the American
dream.”

We must clear the pathway for those striving to navigate the
American vineyard. Be dear that the root word of kingdom is
“king." Be clear that the landowner in our text s God, Jesus s
the Son. The intrinsic meaning of God's kingdom is God being
in authority and having rulership over our lives. And, if God
and his Christ be our kng, then all Caesars, Herods, supeeme
courts, economic riches, and more currently, presidents are

discemning as to their intestion and desire for ralership over

their citizens as would a king within their kingdomn,

In our parable, Jesus is giving an ilustration of a father

preparing 2 kingdom for its imhabitants %o tend and be
Al harvest time, he sends sernvant-prophets to

prosperous.
account for the tesasts living i vineyard-kingdom,  Notice
the escalating nature of violence and bloodshed in this parable

spoken by our Lord at 2 time very close to his passion.

The text poses a question to us who have been given such
relative opportunities and prosperity as compared % so
many other people throaghout the world, past and present.
Do we not have the power 10 vote? Do we not have, a8 a
collective community, (even in our poverty) an economic
power that rivals the national ¢ of some nations?
Have we not been given a divine moral and ethical mandate
to call for justice to be established in the land?

It is my belief, in accordance with scripture, that the true
king of our vineyard expects fruit from us. The king expects
the kind of fruit that is rooted in and
character into the ‘works from our hands and words from
our mouths”. Docs not our king have the right to ask us to
give account at harvest? Let us be a people who produce
“the fruits of the kingdom.”
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SO CLOSE, YET TOO FAR
Michael 0. Ojewale
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righteouseess, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was no other commandment greater

afraid :nsaum‘“ '&lmwutmlhwamm’w than these.”

time 1 you." U , history does not record

convendent time. Felix was close to the Kingdom bet not in. He m”.:'ﬂm“&zm
in but refused to commit. In the matters of the Kingdom of ( (0 U8 CEE, DRUEL SO

Gexd, the only convenient time is NOW! Felix missed his opportune Lo 4 begides him there is no

time in history because he falled to seize the moment! other’s Pand ‘to Jove him with

In Acts 26:29-29, King Agrippa was confronted with the claims of "“'*"ﬂ"-""‘:;":“um

Christ, which he was well aware of (Acts 26:2, 3, 26). The Apostle Umderstanding, and

mews 10 anyone in a tryout. *1 almost became a Christian” may be  **When Jesus saw that he
e ot ik s et sy b bl ik
i “You are not far from the

. kingdom of God.” After that no

So close, yet too far. He was not in. Are you in the church or in one dared to ask him any

Christ? Are you in the kingdom or merely warmsing church pews? question.

Front row membership in the Most Righteous Baptist Church or the

Heaven-bound Pentecostal Church is not a guarantee of

membership or beloaging to Christ’s Bady. Don't be like a signpost that gives direction but does not

make the journey. Knowledge of the truth is important, bat it is only a starting point, not the end. The

poal is to use what you know 10 journey toward a personal relationship with a risen and living Savior.

The goal is not Jeaming about Chirist; rather, it &s 10 know Christ in a relational way.

Are you an outsider like the scribe? Are you “not far from the kingdom™ or “almost persuaded”™ or
waiting for a more “convenient time™?

Church membership is a starting poimt but not the end. The end or goal is what Paul exudes in
Philippians 3:10, when be writes, “that | may know Him [Jesus Christ] and the power of His
resurvection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.
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SONGS TO END THIS WEEK
April 5, 2017

“The Old Sheep Done Know The Road”

(Who are the old sheep and who are the young lambs? What is the road this song references?)
“All The Way"

(What does it mean to *keep pressing onward' and ‘if I perish friendless'?)



April 6, 2017
Mark 10:13-16

KINGDOM LOVE
Emea Jordan-Simpson

A few years ago, | arranged for a growp of clergy leaders to go with me to a juvenile detention
center to conduct what the Children's Defense Fund calls a “Child Watch”™ - a strategy advocates
use 1o get people with the ability to infleence legislation and resources to engage in the
“purposeful surveillance™ of chiddren’s lives.

We arrived at the facility and were Jed into a recreation room and istroduced 1o a group of
teenagers - Black and Latino boys who were 13, 14 and 15 years old.  After the introductions, the
boys began to share with us their ences. They held nothing back. When we came to the last
bow, be shared his stary, but before he yielded the floor back 1o us, he asked a question. “Why are
you here talking to us right now?" There was silence in the room. He went on to say, *Every good
thing we have ever gotten, we got it after we got into trouble. No after school program except for
kids who are already in trouble, No tutoring except for kids who are already failing. No attention
or help until we get into trouble. You don't see us until we are in trouble.”

The kingdom is only the kingdom of God if we see the children, And, we can oaly see them if they
are front and center in our priorities. What does that mean? Dr. James Forbes has declared that

our budgets are ‘moral documents’. They outline our priorities. Where are children's needs
rcﬂt«tdhouhdnm?

Are we investing that make us feel good at the of investing in what children
mmlym«l? pmg:m lmmmmhamonmmaldtwm
lesson Jearned when we created a “college scholarship fund®™ for the residents of a particular
public housing development. We had a good goal - to support young people going to college. We
were disappointed when only one person applied for the scholarship. That young person told us
what we should have known, She said, "Offering a college scholarship is nice, but if you want to
change things for us, then help us before applying to college is no Jonger an option for us.” Her
point was ‘put us first from the start,’

The kingdom of God has little tolerance for heroes who rush to rescue children from troubles they
didn’t noed to experience in the first place; or heroes who rally around children who are already
well on their way. Any kingdom that does not position all of its children to live into thelr dreams
and God's potential for the lives, and to experience the unmerited grace and unconditional love of
God from the very start of their lives is ot the kisngdom of God,

love is not sentimental. Children deserve kingdom-love - our commitment to ensuring
that our love yields justice for them,

Cormel West is right. “Justice is what love looks like in public” - and the kingdom.
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April 7, 2017
Matthew 5:1-12

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the moantain; and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. "Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: *Blessed are the poor in spirie, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. *“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

{
2
i
g
i
i
4
|

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

"Blessed are the pure in heary, for they will see God.

Blessed are the for they will be called children of God.

¥Blessed are who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
beaven. ''Blessed are you when ; un:dumdp&mnywmgml:lkhdsm

st you falsely on myy account. glad, reward Is great in heaven,
x:m?:-ytbqpu:’awtbe vmombdonm'
CLIMB THE MOUNTAIN!

Emma Jordan-Simpson
By the time Jesus cimbed up a mountain to speak these words of “blessings,” crowds of people
had already been following him regularly. He was preaching a very different kind of message than
heard before. The presence of this kind of kingdom he preached about liberates -
now! The people were very familiar with other kings and kingdoms. There never seemed to
be a good word for them in those kingdoms. Now, they have witnessed for themselves the
hallmarks of God's kingdom: bealing from disease and affliction.

For a culture where disease and affliction - of any kind - means expulsion from the community,
from family and the opportunity 1o worship God with others, healing was radical. Healing
targeted and erased the ‘reasons’ people used to oppress and erase other people. Healing was the
first indicator that the kingdom Jesus about was going 1o center the people on whose

Now on this mountain, he redefines “Blessedness.” To the poor, broken-hearted mourners,
hungry and thirsty, be says - “you are blessed!™ Too often, we have misinterpreted ‘blessed’ to
mean -andbydoi&sqtbechmdnhnmtdmddktmd‘ the realities of people’s
lives. We have also - by defauh - defined “blessed™ in ways that mean only people who have every
material noed met can claim. Therefore, the great effort in life is for material things. But, the
word used here is ‘makarios,” which means “indwelt and fulfilled by God.™ It does not mean
‘happy’. Let us be clear: there Is no fulflllment” in pain or persecution. Fulfillment is not in the
condition - which is often not naturally cccurring, but inflicted on vulnerable people by those with
power. Shame on those who upheld the system of slavery for so long in this with
declarations ke, “But they sing on the plantations; they are happy slaves!” Fulfillment follows
this fact: the ane who sees the condition has the power to interrupt it and its affect on our lives.

God's words are God's actions and when God shows up, nothing is ever the same again, Jesus
chooses to show up in the lives of the people who climbed up the mountain after him by speaking
a word of change fo them and their condition: you are blessed! The presence of God's kingdom
interrupts the power and plans of every other kingdosn that has had a hold on our lives,

The people had the courage to climb a3 mountan %0 do a dangerous, treasonous thing - consider a
kimgdom other than Cacsar’s. Our ancestors sang, “I'm rolking through an unfrieadly world.” In that
soog, they tam to the peeacher and ask "0, preacher won't you help me to fight”™ Here are some
fighting woeds for cverybody rolling through this unfriendly world: climb the mountain' There's a
word of change being doclared wp there,
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April 8, 2017

Matthew 6:5-13
*And whenever you pray, do not be like the teu‘otdnyhnsom;-:gnyhtbe
synagogues and at the street comers, so that may be seen by others. Truly | you, they
have received thelr reward. *But whenever you pray, go into your room and door and

*“Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
10 Your come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread.

13 And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one,

POWER IN PRAYER
Emena Jordan-Simpson

something it is not. There are no special words 1o sav 1o
we want God 10 do. We often approach prayer as if the words we speak are from a special magie
list. They are not the real words of our lives. When | am struggling, [ tum to the Psalms.
There, I'm reminded that honest communication is a mark of real relationship with God. They
trusted God with their rage, anger, humiliation, desires for revenge, and pure despair. Somchow,
1 believe that if the psalmists were eventually satisfied after their encounter with God, it was, in
part, because they put evenything on the table. They laid bare what they were really feeling and
the trusted God to make the difference - even in the ugliness,

More than words to say, here Jesus gives us a posture of prayer to emulate. That posture
transiates into a way of being in the word - courageous and dependent upon the power of the Holy
Spirit. In the kingdom, our prayer posture is not for show, Therefore, we doa’t need to use empty
and flowery words because the point is not to impeess God with our vocabulary. The point

to stand with God in trust,

God's kingdom, not ancther, is to be trusted, God’s will, not ours, is 10 be pursued. Trust God to
be God not just in heaven, bat of our real, messy lves right now. Trust enough so that we cven
expect our daily meeds to be met by the one who rules the Kingdom of God, not Caesar. It means
that we will walk with our sisters and brothers as if we are oa a journey together through rough
and rocky roads; and, because it is hard to be in relationship with all of the “whosoever wills™ that
God calls, we are all constantly in need of grace.

Superficiality in our prayer lives is the biggest threat to our redationship with the God who cares
more about us than our words. Prayer is not about what we say to God. It's about what our
communication with God Jeads us to do.

Prayer is powerful when it helps us to drown out the sounds of every other power so that we can
listen for the beat of God's heart in this world. Prayer is powerful when, because of the
relationship it nurtures between us and God, it compels us 1o witness to the kingdom's conviction:
Your will be done on carth as it &s in heaven,

What does prayer look like? Frederick Douglass ance talked about prayer being the

most posture a person could adopt. He says, *1 prayed for twenty years, but received no
answer until [ prayed with my legs.” He trusted God enough to walk to freedom.

How's your prayer life?
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April 9, 2017
Luke 12:13-21

BSomeone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell pyy brother to divide the family inberitance
with me.” "But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be & judge or arbitrator over you?™ “And

years; k,
This very your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared,
will they be?' *'So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich

KINGDOM LIVING: IT'S AIN'T ABOUT U. IT'S ABOUT (US)
Shakeema North

1 recently wrote a response to an article written by Darrell Guder, author of the book “Mi
Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church ir North America,” where he argues that in effort
to reverse its rapid decline in America, the church must refocus on mission and what it means to
be a “missional church.” Guder suggests that over the course of the years, the church has shifted
its focus from making disciples of all pations in the world to being more focused on individual
salvation, or what he calls, “the savedness of the saved.”

E

theological
indvidual’s favor, than about how God shows up in, and for, the entire community.

In today’s scripture, Jesus is attempting 1o redirect the person in the crowd from heading towards a
missional drift, Earlier in Luke, Josus gave his mission statement and thas the mission statemnent of the
Christian church. Remember - “The Spirit of the Lord is upoa me, because the Lord has ancinted me.
He has sent me 1o peeach good news 10 the poor..."(Luke 4: 18-19). Never once, then and even now, was
Jowus” mission about meeting the needs of any one person solely for the benefit of themselves, 1t it is dear
from the question raksed that the people had it twisted.

When | think about the fiact that 8% of Protestant Christians voted for our current president, | can’t but
help 10 thimk that we are in & missional drift carselves, Our focus has shifted from the mission statement
that Christ gave us - which was centered in devedoping God's beloved comaunity; 1o the “savvdness of
the saved”, and consequently the “savedness of the ohesrol™ - which has bed us to become widely ingrown
and self-serving. There are many in the charch who support our currest president because thesr support
benefits them.  Only when they aren’t going to personally benefit in the ways they anticipated will
“justice™ become a concern. **enters side eye emoji**

MJ.%&MMWW«MWM.'-%?WM
coudd recover even half of the profound New Testament understanding of the &5 comanunity, we
would discover a powesful protection against the pervasive individualism that devastates the Western
Jowas, through this parable, illustrates bow individualism has oo place in kingdom living. We are blessed
to be a blessing 10 others and our lives are being demanded of (US), for sach a thme as this.  Kiegdom
living s not about any ose of us individually; kKingdom livieg, is about comenunity and about making sure
poople’s felt peoads are belng met. We cannot care caly in those times that it benefits us,  To be rich
toward God is about working for the betterment and well-being of all God's people.  All. Of God's.
People.

It aint about U. I¥'s about (US)!
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April 10, 2017
Matthew 18:21-35 FORGIVENESS IS NOT ABSOLUTION
Emma joedan-Simpson

I remember the night 1 heard about the viokeot slaughter of nine
B o, I another member Of African American Christians in a South Carolina AME church. 1 was
alfhes abeald I ?As.my teaching Concord’s Bible s that night. As far as | could tell, while
umm?"“g"wﬂdw we were in talking theerudletoptbo:ﬁdnccﬂds
him, “Not seven times, but, 1 tell and how racism s the mass incarcerathon of people &1l
across this country, a white supremacist walked into a church where
people were for prayer and study in South Carolina, violated
their e and mu them with the intent of starting a race
heaven may be com o a War As horror story was not enough, a news anchor raised a
Kine wha! wishod eo seule Question that displays the cheapness with which we handle the issue
accounts with his slaves. *When O forgiveness, was discussing her intent to interview the
family, H«‘ma?mwmbm«pmcdmmor
any indication he ever would, she was going to ask those
ieving if they could forgive the shooter. Roxanne Gay wrote an
j in the New York Times that captured the rage 1 felt

t this news anchoe’s isterview:

call iveness s a milior refrain when block
m'twﬂlhe i a fairer place than it octually is, and that

(smc.wqamiwqu(r&w
part of car present.

Sowe of the family members of those killed did express forgiveness,
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Roxane Gay comtinued:

“Black people forgive because we need o survive. We have to forgive
time and time again while racism or whire sifemoe in the foce of rocism
continues to thrive. We have had to forgive slavery, segregation, Jim
Crow lows, lynching, feequity v cvery realm, mass incarceration,
e, | representation in popular
colture, micro-aggressions and more, We forgice and forgioe and
Sorgive and those who trexpass against us confinue (o trexpass againe
us... What whirte people are really asking for when they demand
unity is absolution. They want
because absolution from the racism that infects us all even though forgiveness
¥should comnat reconcile America’s rocist sins.”
R Sercy on your Preaching forgiveness without repentasce Is procsoting cheap grace,
s0 says Dietrich Banhoeffer, Forgiveness doesnt excuse
be tortured Fom the consequences of their actions,

Citizenship in the Kingdom of God does mot require Christians to
repeatedly offer themselves up 10 unrepentant evil.  Jesus did tha
Bot mhothcrm“ww
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April 11, 2017

Matthew 6: 25 - 34
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obeys God and lives according to God’s will. The fact is, | have provided nothing. God has

provided EVERYTHING. 1 am in awe of my God!
Warry less and pray more. God has promised us all things, if we walk in the authority of God's
word. We must hold on to that. There is a peace we will all feel when we truly “LET GO AND LET

that the
food,
honorable
will obey
There will be little or o harmony unless everyone in the family (méne and the haman family)
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SONGS TO END THIS WEEK
April 12, 2017

“I'm-A-Rollin’ Through an Unfriendly World"
(The ancestors “brothers and sisters™ to pray for each other; but they ask the preachers to help
them “fight”. Why? What are they fighting?)

“I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me"

“Shout All Over God’s Heaven”

(What do these songs seem to be saying, and under what circumstances do you think these somgs
would be sung?)



MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 13, 2017 ~ Luke 22:14-23

the howur came, be took his place at the table, and the aposties with him. "*He said 10

i
;

Almost every Communion Table | have seen has etched in it somewhere these timeless
instructions. They are often in all caps: “DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME." Our

Dietrich Bonhoeffer choses his book “Life Together” with these timeless words:

“The fellowship of the Lord's Supper is the superiative fulfillment of Christian fellowship.
As the members of the congregation are united in body and blood at the table of the Loed
s0 will they be together in eternity. Here the community has reached its goal. Here joy in
Christ and his community is complete. The life of Christians together under the Word
has reached lts perfection in the sacrament.”

Boshoeffer declares elsewhere in Life Together:

“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community... Let him who is not in community
beware of being alone... Each by itself has profound perils and pitfalls. One who wants

without solitude plunges into the void of words and feelings, and the one who
secks solitude without fellowship perishes in the abyss of vanity, sdf-infatuation and
despair,”

If we are going to live together, we must learn how to share the limited resources that God has
given us. Christ instructs us, “Divide it among yourselves,” Take respoasibility for distributing
the limited resources in thelr hands fairly and eguitably,

How desperately we need 10 be reminded 1o divide i among ourseloes beyond the Communion
Table. Coming to this meal together teaches us how to share with one another. In a culture so
bent on individuality and “getting mine,” we are called to share that which is profoundly and
unquestionably ours together, Chirist extols and admonishes us not 1o forget Him, He is
dsod«hd ring that remembering Him s accomplished by covenanting with each other around the
Table of His grace.
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Peter Randolph was a slave who lived in Prince
George County, Virginia. When his owner died in
1847, Peter was given freedom and became, among
other things, a Baptist minister.
in 1893 entitled “Slave Cabin to the Pulpi

book

the king of the plantation and, a preacher of slave-
owning way of life: “Servants,
masters’. Do not steal or lie, for this is very
wrong. Such conduct is sinning against the
Io?chod.md(lban your

u:u«u, who feed, he and protect

I
kin
you.

NOT THIS MAN!
Emma Jordan-Simpson

-

They didn't know who Jesus was. He says they
proved it when they

Pilate was not a Jew. He wasa't a follower of this
Jesus. [t could be understood why be was clueless
about the ientity of this Jesus. But surely the
identity of Jesus was known 1o this crowd. When
offered a choice, they chose someone else. It was as
if they didn't know who Jesus was. They shouted,

"Not

There are

afflict?

wcried crocodile tears™ on Sunday and
then bear the slaves within an inch of their
lives on Monday momming. He says,
“dThese are the men that spread the
Gospel among the slaves, AN such a
Gospel had better be buried in oblivion, for
it makes move heathens than Christians,
Such preachers ought 1o be forbidden by
the laws of the land ever to mock agair at
the blessed religion of Jesus, which was
sent as a light 1o the world....”

this man!™
Jesuses

many proclaimed to the world.
Which Jesus we have chosen is made clear when we
examine the world each of us participates in
creating. Is Jesus a biberator? Then why
oppress? Is Jesus a comforter? Then why do we
During this Lenten season, we've been
singing the songs that gave our ancestors strength to
survive the brutality of their enslavement and to
purture new generations. One thing is clear from the

do we

g
-
:

GOOD FRIDAY
April 14, 2017 ~ John 18: 28 - 40

headquarters, 50 as to avoid ritwal
defilement and to be able to eat the
Passover. ™So Pilate went out to them and
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encounter with God -~ Peter Randolph and the ancestors chose a better gospel to preach.
chose “this man.”

Page 42 | Week Seven: Unshaken and Eternal



HOLY SATURDAY
April 15, 2017 ~ Hebrews 12:18-29

'*You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom,
and a tempest, "and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg
that not another word be spoken to them. ®(For they could not endure the order that was
given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned 1o death.” *indeed, so

was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) “But you have come to Mount
to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in

STANDING IN SILENCE AND DARKNESS
Gary V. Simpson

We last gathered together a8 a congregation on Maundy Thursday., We left the sanctuary in total
darkness with all the signs and symbols of celebration stripped away, exiting in the silence that &s
Tencbrae. Darkness and silence. That is what Holy Saturday feels like. 1 think the hardest day to

experience in this journey that began on Ash Wednesday is Holy Saturday,

We are uncomfortable with sitting with silence. The apparent inactivity of this day, especially in a
culture that worships busy-ness, unsetties us. It only magnifies our sense of lonelimess, despair,
fear and vulnerability. Every once in a while, Christians ought to be reminded that experiencing
darkness, silence and solitude is necessary. It, too, is a part of “our receiving a kingdom.”

The writer of Hebrews gives this chilling account: evenything created must be shaken so that the
unshaken things of God's “kin-dom” will remain. That is not easy to hear. Every dimension of life
as we know it will be shaken. (WRITER'S NOTE: 1f that idea haunts or imbalances you, vou have
permission to read over into the next chapter of Hebrews - 13:54, 6)

In the silent moments when you cannot soe what God is up to, quietly sing to yoursell the
memories of the faithful:

His hope, His covenant and blood
Support me in the whelming flood
When all around my soul gives way
He then is all my hope and stay.

In the sllence and darkness that often plunges us into despair, we stand on and in Christ.
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SONGS TO END THIS JOURNEY

Resurrection Sunday
April 16, 2017

“No More Auction Block for Me"
“Oh, Freedom™
“My Soul Wants Something New”

(If you could write a somg about freedom, what words would you use to convey the things you
consider to be your chains?)
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