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Love One Another | Serve One Another | Encourage One Another
Lent 2019
Dear Friends,

We are delighted to offer this 16th Edition of the Concord Lenten
Meditations. This year’s theme “Love One Another” was
inspired by an often overlooked phenomenon that occurs in
scripture. Occurring numerous times throughout scripture, about
60 of those "one another commands" are sprinkled throughout the
New Testament, setting the agenda for the Christian community
by teaching us how (and how not) to relate to one another. The
phrase is a derivative of the word ‘allelon’, which means "one
another, each other; mutually, reciprocally.” If we embrace being
members of one another, the community we create will exhibit the
characteristics of love, grace, healing, sanctuary, challenge, and
power. And, everything is riding on the authenticity of our
witness, because as Jesus says "everyone will know that you are
my disciples if you have love for one another,' (John 13:35).
Spend this season putting into action the things that you believe.
You have devotions for each day except Saturday. Spend that day
(or some designated day each week that works for you) in "Dovotion" — active and intentional community building. Do
something for others and the community. It doesn't have to take
considerable effort. Use our examples or come up with your own.
Do your faith!
We are always grateful to our writers - a big THANK YOU to
Pastor Simpson, Reverends Samuel Phillips, III, Michael O.
Ojewale, Shakeema North, Morine-Bowen-Avery, Linda Thornhill,
Cleveland Thornhill; Ministers Candace Simpson, Requithelia
Allen; Deacons Ernest Greene, Jr., Sharon Norwood Burwell,
Harry Franklin; Trustee Eulene Inniss; and, Sisters Sonya McCall,
Sonya D. Johnson, Deidre Pilgrim, and Rosalyn Manning. We are
also pleased to welcome new writers this year - Sisters Corynne
Corbett, Q Hailey, Chatequa Campbell, and Wendy Williams.
Please join us each Wednesday night for Soup and Salad, and
then stay for Prayer & Bible Study. In the spirit of journeying
with one another, bring someone with you.
Grace and peace,
Emma Jordan-Simpson
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LOVE ONE ANOTHER: Saturday Do-votions
"Do-votion" means sacred time spent in active and intentional
community building. Below are some suggestions for activating the
spirit of our vision to "create a community of friends, witnessing
for Christ." Bring the spirit of friendship and the hospitality of a
peaceful, nonjudgmental, non-anxious presence. Be present with
people - listening, honoring, giving space for people just to be
themselves. The effort to create a community where the spirit of
‘one another’ faith comes alive goes a lot further when you work
with someone or with a group. Feel free to organize a group of
Concorders to ‘one-another’ with during Lent. Remember to let
your doing be your talking! No need to preach to the people you
engage. The testimony is your presence. Then, come out on
Wednesday nights to give your Do-votion Reports! We’d love
to hear what impact this emphasis has on your faith life.
March 9, 2019: Visit the nursing home closest to your home. Take
flowers, listen to stories, bring a newspaper or a book of poems —
express appreciation to the staff.
March 16, 2019: Invite an old friend you rarely see to come to your
home. Instead of going out to eat, prepare a simple dish together.
March 23, 2019: Lead Organizer, Rev. Morine Bowen Avery. Sign
up to volunteer to work a shift at the Meatloaf Kitchen! Sign up sheets
will be available soon.
March 30, 2019: Spend the day re-connecting with your family. Make
calls, write letters and send notes. Don’t just focus on the family
members you always see. Reach out to family you haven’t seen.
April 6, 2019: The theme for this day is "Encouraging Concorders."
Who do you see in our church who needs to be encouraged? What can
you do to encourage them? Spend this day making tangible expressions
of encouragement to share with them.
April 13, 2019: Lead Organizer. Minister Candace Simpson. J oin
the Concord Family at a “Blast from the Past Day Party.” Wear
fashions from your generation and bring music from your childhood.
Enjoy fellowshipping with Concorders and friends.
April 20, 2019: Resurrection Sunday is tomorrow. Who ar e you
bringing to worship with you? Co-workers? Neighbors? Grandchildren?
Siblings? Make sure they have a good worship experience. Do some
planning this day so that you can arrive early. What can you do to help
those coming with you to understand the worship service?
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24 And

Ash Wednesday: March 6

let us consider how to provoke one another to love and
good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10: 24-25

Go Ahead and Provoke One Another!
Gary V. Simpson

Over thirty years ago, I read a book in seminary by Richard
Hofstadter where he indicts religion, naming it as the source of
the American culture's "dumbing down." His assessment of the
impact of the Great Awakening Revival that swept across middle
America in the 1800's was bitingly observant. He claimed that
this experience introduced Americans to revival preachers who
would move the crowds to "wild paroxysms" merely by uttering
the word, "Mesopotamia."
That word, paroxysm, is of the same root as the word used here in
Hebrews. Provoke - to stir up, to motivate, to stoke ‘woke.' In
faith gatherings and communities, that stirring up is too often
dependent upon the preacher's words alone. The writer of
Hebrews compels us in this text to provoke each other into good
works. How do we encourage one another to live in a manner
that proclaims the gospel? I have always been clear that people
would rather see a sermon than hear one.
We are going on a Lenten journey that promises to be challenging
and refreshing at the same time. Let me start this season off as
your first provocateur with these questions:





Do we have to choose between our faith and our minds?
What is it about doing personal devotion that seems to
paralyze our sense of duty and engagement with each
other and the world around us?
Why is our best posture of faith viewed spiritually (belief)
and not ethically (do)?

Our journey through this season is about more than reading and
reflection. I charge us all to ‘do-votion' with the same faithfulness
as we undertake devotion.
Welcome to the journey. Happy doing!
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Thursday: March 7

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
16

Colossians 3:16

A Christian To-Do List
Sonya D. Johnson

I am an avid advocate for “To Do Lists” or “Action Plans.” I
often end the day or week with a list of items that I need to
complete the next day or week. “To Do Lists” help me to focus
my energy and time on the most important goals for the time
period of the list. Today's scripture reminds me of a meaningful
“To Do List” for Christians.
Let God’s word live in you; meditate on it repeatedly.
Encourage each other in simple ways, e.g., think of something
positive to say, particularly in stressful situations, send an
uplifting text message reminding one another of God’s
omnipotence.
With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs to God. The Bible contains over 400 references to singing
because it's such a significant expression. Singing helps us to
remember God's word and all that He has done for us, e.g. "The
Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?" Although
this scripture instructs us to sing to God, we are the real
beneficiaries because singing to God changes our perspective. It
switches our attention from the magnitude of our problems to the
magnificence of our God. Please note this scripture does not
mention types of music, e.g., traditional or contemporary gospel
because the style of song is not the focus of the text. Instead, the
point is to be thankful and sing a song!
Do-votion: Encourage someone today with a smile or a song.
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Friday: March 8

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as
wise, 16 making the most of the time, because the days are evil.
17 So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the
Lord is. 18 Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery;
but be filled with the Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making
melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20 giving thanks to God the
Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5:15-20
15

One More Time…..
Sonya D. Johnson

If you didn't have an opportunity to fulfill yesterday's do-votion,
you have another chance. Today's verse also instructs us to speak
to ourselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Some things
are so important that they have to be repeated. Ponder this. Some
issues in our society will crush our spirits if we think about them
too long, e.g., the daily news broadcast. To maintain our mental
and spiritual well-being, we are directed to encourage each other
with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. We are also advised to
sing and make a melody in our hearts to the Lord. Thankfully,
you don't have to sound like Aretha Franklin or Al Green to
create a melody in your heart to the Lord. God considers your
sincerity.
Science even agrees with this instruction. Recent studies have
acknowledged the benefits of individuals coming together to sing.
There is a reported resurgence of “community sing” groups across
the country. Research has found that singing decreases cortisol,
which is associated with stress and anxiety.1 Particularly, group
singing has been found to improve a person's sense of well-being
and provide a sense of belonging.
So, the next time that you attend Wednesday Prayer Meeting or
Sunday morning service, feel free to join the singing of hymns
and spiritual songs; not only is it a chance to make a melody in
your heart unto God, it improves your well-being.
Do-votion: Sing your favorite verse in the book of Psalms and encourage
others. Invite a few folks to an informal hymn sing in your home to

encourage each other.
1

“Sing a Song, No Matter What You Sound Like, Everyone Can Take Advantage of the Health
Benefits of Choral Groups” by Kelly DiNardo, Oprah magazine, Jan 2019, p. 49

For your Saturday, March 9 Do-votion, see: p. 2
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Sunday: March 10

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and
self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be
guided by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, competing
against one another, envying one another.
Galatians 5: 22—26
22

Guided by The Spirit
Ernest Greene, Jr.

Walking in God’s Spirit and experiencing God’s blessings should be
treasured by the disciples. However, a dangerous thing might happen
if we are not careful. We may become prideful in our relationship with
God. We may posture and take on airs that would say to the world
“We are special.” “We are better than others.” We may think more
highly of ourselves than we ought.
What a masterful stroke of manipulation and seduction by Satan!
Think about it. Finally, a child of God is walking in the Spirit.
Satan then tempts them to be arrogant and conceited about it.
"Blessed folks" almost always seem to think they are right, and
everyone else is wrong. They are confident in their opinions and
perceptions, displaying an attitude that comes off as arrogance. It
rubs people the wrong way. This situation opens the believer to
the sin of envy, resenting others they perceive to be more
righteous or more successful. It happens gradually, but it's like
cooking frog's legs. The frog doesn't know it's in hot water until
it's too late.

Not all of our problems are outside of ourselves. We think, "We
would be fine if everyone just treated us right. We'd be okay if our
circumstances just got better." But that thinking ignores the
possibility that the problem may be within us. Listen to the Spirit.
Maybe we need a reality check with the Spirit of God. Perhaps, we
need to ask God to deliver us from ourselves. That kind of reality
check may clear the way for us to see a new life and a new world!
No one else and no circumstance has to change. All we must do is
yield to the Spirit of God, and earnestly begin to walk in the Spirit.
Do-votion: Can you think of a specific way to honor someone with
gentleness and generosity? Do it! Honor one another by creating winwin experiences. Don’t make other people “losers”.
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Monday: March 11

Iron sharpens iron, and one person sharpens the wits of
another.
Proverbs 27: 17
17

Sharpening One Another
Samuel Phillips, III

No matter how much money we have, or don't have in our
savings accounts, if we have at least one or two good friends, we
should consider ourselves wealthy. Friends and close peers are
essential because we all need the kind of emotional bonds with
others that allow us to share thoughts, hopes, and dreams. Good
friends are not only present on the bright and sunny days of life,
but they are counted on when the bottom drops out of life and all
around us is in utter chaos. Friends and others in our relationship
circles also have ways of challenging and shaping us; making us
better human beings. We don’t grow and develop in isolation,
but through relationships.

Healthy relationships require both compassion and honesty.
While it is necessary to show compassion and empathy, the
power of those gifts of friendship might go unrealized if they are
not also accompanied by honesty. What is a relationship if those
in the connection cannot be honest with each other? If we only
show compassion and fail to confront, then we may not be as
helpful as we'd like to be to our friends. There must be a healthy
balance of empathy and honest confrontation.
This morning's passage states that "iron sharpens iron." Think of
this: iron is strong and sturdy. What good is a piece of iron that is
dull and useless? The sharpening process can be difficult for
many of us to experience because even constructive criticism can
hurt sometimes. However, if kind and honest words shared by
friends who love us helps us to be our best selves, then the
benefits far outweigh the discomfort.
Do-votion: Pray for the courage to speak honestly with the people
you care about. Pray for a spirit that enables you to receive
constructive criticism. Think of a way that you can be a friend to
someone in need this week. Do it!
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10 Now

Tuesday: March 12

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same purpose.
I Corinthians 1:10

Listen...

Samuel Phillips, III

To be engaged in any meaningful relationship makes all parties
candidates for disagreements. Like snowflakes and fingerprints,
no two people are alike, and no two people will agree on
everything. Conflicts teach us to have open minds. They provide
opportunities to consider other perspectives and points of view.
Each person we encounter, whether they have a Ph. D, or G.E.D,
has something to offer and teach us. Unfortunately, we miss the
lesson if we fail to be open or possess an agreeable spirit.
As Paul writes to the church at Corinth, he requests that they agree
with one another, because failure to do so creates tears and ruptures
within the community. On the micro level, a community consists
of family and peers; on a meso-level, it consists of interactions
between individuals and institutions and organizations. Most
importantly, a community includes people with a common interest.
While we might agree about specific goals, we might have different
ideas and approaches to reaching them.
So, how do we work together, as a family, a church, or civic
organization, without destroying relationships or unraveling the
fabric of the community?
Do-votion: Be willing.
Be willing to listen to the thoughts and opinions of others. (People
who have been ignored and overlooked want to their voices heard.)
Be willing to cultivate the gift of active listening. (That gift has
enormous benefits to both speaker and listener.) Be willing to admit
that you do not have all of the right answer or all of the best ideas.
(Being honest in this admission liberates us from the massive burden
of being right all of the time.)
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Wednesday: March 13

But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called
“today,” so that none of you may be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partners of Christ,
if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.
13

Hebrews 3: 13-14

Healing Happens in Community
Chatequa Campbell

After reading this scripture and sitting with it for some time, what
resonates for me is the importance of connection and
connectedness. 2019 is the year that I have intentionally been
seeking out community and safe spaces in all realms of my life.
This scripture calls for us to be with one another because it is in
community that we learn and grow. Being willing to open our
hearts and to be vulnerable allows us to see that we all share
similar struggles and pain. Together, with our hearts open, we
invite healing, love, and understanding into our lives.
In 2019, our community is crying out for spaces of love and
acceptance especially when the world shows us nothing but
divisiveness. It is time for us to learn from one another in a nonjudgmental, accusatory, or chastising way. God’s love has no
prescriptions. God’s love is non-judgmental. God’s love is
unconditional. We get to be magical and powerful together.
Let's break the cycles of exclusion and judgment. In 2019, we get
to feel, cry, laugh, and heal. It is all a part of the journey. God
wants us to encourage each other every single day. It will take us
to do things drastically different if we want a better world.
Do-votion: Do reach out to your friends and family.
Do have open and honest conversations, seeking to learn and not
judge. Do find and create community. Do ask for help. Do love on
others.
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7 Welcome

Thursday: March 14

one another, therefore, just as Christ has

welcomed you, for the glory of God.

Romans 15:17

Accepting One Another
Requithelia Allen

Growing up in the church came with participating in certain
traditions. Every time there was a special service it was expected
that a young child would deliver the "welcome address." Quite
often I was that child. Once I was properly attired in my yellow
crinoline dress, white ankle socks and freshly shined patent
leather shoes, I was ready to approach the microphone. In my
loudest and clearest voice, I would declare: "We welcome you
once, we welcome you twice, we welcome in the name of Jesus
Christ!!" Those words eventually became the foundation for my
belief that the church is a safe space.
Think about what it is like to enter a new school, a new job or
even a new church. What are some of the feelings that one might
encounter when entering an unfamiliar place? Intimidation?
Nervousness? Fear? One of the literal translations for the word
‘welcome' in our scripture is acceptance, the receiving of
someone in our midst. It is often most comfortable for us to be
accepting of those who are familiar to us. Our scripture gives us a
nudge beyond the familiar to welcome one another without
concern for our differences in the same way that Christ has
welcomed us into a relationship.
Do-votion: the next time you are in worship, try these things that
can only lead to warmer fellowship with each other and give glory
to God 



Make an effort to go first to someone you do not know.
Invite the new people that you meet to join you at your table
for Sunday fellowship meals.
Extend your hand of acceptance to those who visit with us
each Sunday.
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Friday: March 15

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4: 1-3
1

Loving One Another
Wendy V. Williams

As Christians, what does it mean to bear with one another in
love? Bearing with one another in love requires compassion,
patience, and humility, because of the diversity that exists
amongst us. Love is an action, which requires that we forgive,
serve and comfort one another. It calls us to encourage one
another. As followers of Christ, we should refrain from gossip
and displaying anger or bitterness with one another. That
behavior is hurtful and it does not reflect what it means to bear
with one another in love.
Most recently, I had many things going on. During this time a
friend reached out to me with a request to assist her daughter with
her resume, hoping that it would help her to find employment. I
reprioritized my schedule to review and edit the resume because I
was once in her position. I was seeking employment and needed
assistance with showcasing my skills and experience. This is an
example of showing compassion for one another.
If you notice someone is unable to stand at the altar during prayer
time, take their hand and pray with them as they sit. This
demonstrates bearing with one another in love. Doing for one
another may consist of picking up groceries for each other,
encouraging each other to take a leap of faith to answer their
calling, or calling a sister or brother during the week to say hello.
Get ready, set, and grow in our bearing with one another in love.
Heavenly Father, please help us to bear with one another in love,
and have peace with one another. Amen

Do-votion: The next time you notice someone is missing in
worship, reach out and call them - that shows love!
For your Saturday, March 16 Do-votion, see: p. 2
15

Sunday: March 17

Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is
noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends
on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No,
“if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give
them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.
Romans 12: 16—21
16

Let’s Harmonize

Morine Bowen-Avery

When I think of music, I think of beautiful harmonies. I think of
songs, particularly the Negro Spirituals. It sounds so beautiful
when we sing Negro spirituals acapella. Good harmony is
essential! When the choir sings "Lord, I'm Out Here On Your
Word," and all are in tune, I am transported to a place that words
cannot describe. I am overwhelmed with tears every time. But, if
the various voices are not in harmony - one section overbearing
and another sharp - my soul is disturbed. What had the potential
to be beautiful music sounds like noise.
The text calls us to live in harmony, to not be at odds with each
other. Do not bicker; don't be "uppity." We desire to please God,
and when we live "in right relationship" with each other, God is
pleased. When we live in disharmony, God is grieved (Gen. 6:6).
We have the potential to bring peace where chaos exists, to show
love where hate abounds, and to offer a unifying force when
disagreement occurs. In other words, when relationships are
broken God calls us through justice and repentance to
reconciliation. Even when we have been wronged, we have some
work to do to maintain our potential to make music. "Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." Harmonize.
Do-votion: If there is a rift in any of your relationships, re-connect
with that person (“if it is possible” and “so far as it depends on
you”), and do the work needed to bring harmony. Talk. Apologize.
Forgive. Ask for forgiveness.
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Monday: March 18

So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and
those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong
to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we
are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you
are doing.
I Thessalonians 5: 6-11
6

Wake Up!

Deidre Pilgrim

You might think that being sober means not drinking alcohol at all,
or not drinking to excess. While that can be so, “be sober” is also a
call to be diligent and steadfast in our Christian walk. It is easy to
succumb to the pressures of the day, to ‘sleep' and not be aware of
the people around us who are in need. How often do we walk by
someone without even a nod of recognition? That is ‘sleepwalking.' When we come to worship, we might not offer a smile or
a friendly greeting unless we are approached first. That's "sleepworshipping'.
When we are sober, we can be mindful of changes taking place in
others. Notice that missing smile? See the troubled look on a face, the
weight loss, sadness, the look of hunger and loneliness? Or, do you see
the joy? You will if you are awake. You can offer a listening ear and
comforting presence, or participate in the celebration because you see
what’s happening around you. And - be awake in your own life!
Overextending yourself doesn't help anyone. Seek help for yourself.
Pray diligently for the strength and foresight to help others, but also to
find it when you need help.
Take the sober moment to call someone you haven’t seen. Send that
greeting card you keep putting off. Notice the people in your life.
Conduct your lives with sober-mindedness, and self-control. Strive to
be what God wants you to be, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Do-votion: ‘Therefore, encourage one another and build up each
other as you are indeed doing.’ Is there anyone in your circle who
is sleep walking through life? Offer to walk with them. Along the
way, point out the signs of Spring.
17

29 Let

Tuesday: March 19

no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may
give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the
day of redemption. 31 Put away from you all bitterness and
wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all
malice, 32 and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Ephesians 4: 29-32

Actions Speak Louder Than Words
Eulene Inniss

In this latter chapter of Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians, the
message is practical and designed for the direction of our lives,
Christian duties and what the Lord requires of each of us, in
consideration for our Christian privileges. The Christian’s faith
and practices mutually befriend each other. Paul outlines
behaviors which should be abandoned (put away),
like
"bitterness, anger, slander, malice, and wrangling. These things
are put away so that this union can take place.
Paul earnestly urges (admonishes) believers in Christ to stop
living in the former way of life and to be renewed in the spirit of
their minds. He says believers must project the new personhood
created after God’s pattern and live in true holiness and
righteousness. There is a “To Do” list as we put away destructive
emotions. There is also a “Call to Action:”

“Throw out the lifeline across the dark wave,
There is a brother/sister whom someone must save
Somebody’s brother/sister! O, who then will dare
To throw out the lifeline,
His/her peril to share?”
Someone is waiting for your random act of kindness.
Do-votion:
Commit to treating someone experiencing
homelessness to a meal daily. (To do so, you must step out of your
comfort zone.)
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Wednesday: March 20

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters.
Whoever speaks evil against another or judges another, speaks
evil against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is one
lawgiver and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So who,
then, are you to judge your neighbor?
James 4: 11-12
11

Do My Words Cut Like a Knife?
Sonya McCall

In the Letter of James, we are told not to speak evil against one
another, brothers and sisters. James is writing first hand, as a
disciple and brother of Jesus who is familiar with the law and
who has lived by the law. Speaking evil of another is the same as
back-biting, fault finding, publicly criticizing or talking down to
another person to lift one's self to a level of importance. When we
speak evil of another, we are sinning. The scriptures command us
to love our neighbors as ourselves, and this includes our brothers
and sisters, (Mark 12:31). If we truly loved others as we loved
ourselves, we would never speak malicious words to or about
another.
Our words should not damage, condemn or assassinate another’s
character. Our words should not build walls between Christians
(brothers and sisters). Our words should not be a tool of constant
criticism, disrespect or victimization. Our words should express
peace when we communicate with one another.
My words should not cut like a knife. I must speak words of
kindness to and about my brothers and sisters. If I hear negative
or wicked words spoken about a brother or sister, it is my
Christian duty to dispel and depress the continuation of such a
conversation.
We must strive to be Christ-like; to lift, light up and be a
reflection of the love that God demonstrated to us when Jesus
died on the cross.
Do-votion: Let your mouth speak words as sweet as butter when
you interrelate with your brothers and sisters. This simple act may
bring you both closer to Christ.

19

Thursday: March 21

But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old
self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of its creator. 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
Colossians 3: 8-11
8

Tell the Truth!

Morine Bowen-Avery

Once you lie to a person, it is hard to regain their trust. They wait
with an expectancy for the next lie as if they know it’s coming.
And everything you say, even when it is the truth, is viewed with
suspicion.
Unfortunately, some of us fell into habits of lying as a means of
survival - to get food when we were hungry, to protect adults who
violated us as children, or to hide the fact that someone who
claimed to love us was battering us. Admittedly, old habits die
hard. But when Christ has renewed us, these old ways of being
and doing have been washed off, much like when we take a
shower, and the film of dirt and the stench of sweat that covers our
body is washed down the drain. We are created anew. Our
relationships with each other are to be a reflection of the change
"God has wrought" in us.
Our relationships are to be an expression of love, forgiveness,
peace, encouragement, and TRUTH. To be clear, telling the truth
is not the same as "getting someone told." This new self is being
fashioned more each day to reflect God, which means that
everything we do, even telling the truth, is done in the spirit of
love. Lying about each other or lying to each other does not
reflect this new self we are aiming to be through Christ Jesus.
Yes, old habits die hard, but if we focus on practicing the new,
helpful, productive, and life-giving habits that we want to take
their place, we can begin growing into the image of our Creator.
Do-votion: When the time is right, and you can do it in love - tell
the truth about something where you have been deceptive. You will
lift your burden, and that lie will no longer have power over you.
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Friday: March 22

“Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one another,
but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or
hindrance in the way of another.”
Romans 14:13

Are You Blocking the Way?
Corynne L. Corbett

It is not unusual in post 9-11 reality of New York City to see a
barrier, whether made from concrete or metal, that blocks your
access to a street or a building. Similarly, in the digital space, you
have mechanisms by which you can prevent annoying spam calls
or individuals you no longer want to interact with via text or
social media. In all of these cases, these blockades have been
designed for your protection.
But in your Christian walk, what if you are the stumbling block?
What if I am? Yes, you and I.

Sometimes, we may create barriers we may not see that impede
another's ability to see Christ or grow in their relationship with
Him. Instead of "creating a community of friends, witnessing for
Christ," we are alienating the very people we seek to reach. We
get lost in the ritual of our own rules.
This word calls all of us to put our attitudes, thoughts, words, and
deeds under a microscope and ask: “What's Christ's love got to do
with it?” When we model the love of Christ, we light the
pathway, and they can see Him through us.
Do-votion: Today practice the art of saying "tell me more." Often,
we are in a hurry, and we don't fully listen to the other person in a
conversation whether in-person or on the telephone. Today, I ask
that you slow down and listen, engage and respond with "tell me
more..."

For your Saturday, March 23 Do-votion, see: p. 2
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Sunday: March 24

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law.
Romans 13: 8
8

Paying the Debt of Love
Ernest Greene, Jr.

Debts are arising from the natural and civil relationships in the
world, which should be discharged as soon as it is feasible.
Moreover, in today's market-driven world, debt cannot be avoided
due to borrowing, buying, commerce, and contracts necessary to
carry on worldly business. We have an obligation to make
intentional payment as soon as we are able. On the other hand, we
must be alert for those who actively run into debt and take no care
to pay but live upon the property and substance of others.
There is only one debt never to be wholly discharged, but
continually owing. The children of God ought to love one another
for the new commandment of Christ obliges us.
Love is necessary to keep the people and the churches of Christ
together, being the perfectness by which Christ knit us to one
another. This is a debt we should always be paying. Believers
should be continually serving one another in love, praying for
each other, bearing one another's burdens, forbearing each other,
and doing all good offices in things temporal and spiritual that lie
in their power, and, yet always owing. Christ's commandment is a
new one, ever new, and will never be antiquated. Christ and His
Father's love always continue. Love will always be paying, and
always owing in heaven to all eternity. Love is a debt we owe to
every person. Our very enemies are to share in our love, and as
we have opportunity and ability, show it by doing them good.
Do-votion: Do not seek revenge for yourself. Feed your enemy if
they are hungry. Make peace with your enemy.
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Monday: March 25

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do
not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, you bite and devour
one another, take care that you are not consumed by one
another.
Galatians 5:13-15
13

Get Up and Do-Encourage
Rosalyn Manning

They dressed me on my first Sunday morning with the Concord
music ministry. Choirmaster Wyatt Logan instructed E. Faye
Brown and Emma Gibson to get me a robe, choir hat, and a
folder. I will forever remember the sense of community and
encouragement within the choir. The offering of music during
worship facilitates the ease of community. We minister to each
other through song. When one of us hurts, we all hurt; when one
of us is successful, we all are successful.
Not all of us belong to a group within the church nor do we know
everyone sitting around us. Our burdens and successes are not
known to others unless we bare them or are aware of theirs. Some
feel intimidated within a large congregation. I wanted to be lost
within the big Concord congregation to worship in solitude. That
did not happen because of the encouragement of saints in my life.
I’m so grateful!
How can the community of encouragement be duplicated within
the larger Concord? How will you encourage another? Start
outside and continue in the pews…passing the peace, hymnal,
program or church candy we all carry; a smile for one whose
words once stung for anger and hurt can consume a lifetime, and
they can harden us. Many of us are "doing" the encouragement
and love outside and in the pews.
Do-votion: So far, you have been encouraged to be intentional in
your sharing during the passing of the peace in worship. When you
can, say this to someone to encourage them: “Thank you for being
here and for honoring God’s desire for us to be in fellowship
together!”
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Tuesday: March 26

For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some
spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 or rather so that we may be
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.

Romans 1:11-12

Longing to See You
Emma Jordan-Simpson

Paul was anxious to realize his dream of visiting the church in
Rome. He had never been to see the members. That church was
established by non-apostolic Jews a few decades after Jesus'
resurrection. Phoebe, Prisca, and Aquila were all familiar to the
church in Rome, and they shared their stories about the church
with Paul. But, every time Paul prepared to visit them, he was
hindered by some other thing. Writing this letter to the church in
Rome was about more than just preparing them for his visit, it
was his opportunity to express his longing to share in the presence
of God with them.

Wanting to share in the presence of God with each other, and
offering one another mutual encouragement -- that’s the essence
of edifying fellowship. It’s important that we acknowledge that
Paul was hungry to experience fellowship with the Roman
Christians, probably because of the reports from Deacon Phoebe,
and Prisca and Aquila. Leaders are hungry for authentic
fellowship, too. What would happen to the quality of our
fellowship if coming to worship included the expectation that
after we have shared in the benediction, there would be
unstructured time to sit with one another, catching up over a meal;
not fundraising, and not programming - just time to talk to one
another about our lives?
I’m longing to really see you...not agendas. How about you?
Do-votion: Write a letter to someone you have been missing.
Follow up on your desire to spend some time with a friend who
might be feeling taken for granted. You've been trying to get
together, but everything seems to get in the way. Get up and do it—
turn off the cell phone and pull up a chair. See each other.
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Wednesday: March 27

that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to
do good to one another and to all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray
without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
I Thessalonians 5: 15-18

Doing Good

Morine Bowen-Avery

Our natural inclination is to hurt those who have injured us.
(Well, let me speak for myself. MY natural inclination...).
It is hurtful when someone lies on you, discriminates against you,
or gossips about you. These things are done with intention.
Sometimes people may hurt us unintentionally. Maybe they
overlooked us, said something intended as a joke, but it wasn't
funny. Perhaps they gave unsolicited opinions, and those opinions
hit a nerve.
Our job is not to try to figure out which hurts were intentional.
Don’t seek revenge by going after the "right people" - hurting
them as they hurt us. Hurt is hurt. Our job is to treat everyone as
well as we want to be treated. This covers those who hurt us
intentionally and those who hurt us unintentionally. Wisdom and
discernment will help us be faithful to the call to "always seek to
do good to one another."
Seeking revenge takes a lot out of us. It clogs our minds with evil
thoughts, drains us of our energy, and keeps us from focusing on
the lovely things. But when we do good for others, we feel good.
This is the will of God - that we both do good and that we feel
good.
Do-votion: Do a kind thing today for someone you feel has wronged
you, and do a kind thing for someone who has been kind to you.
Notice how both of these acts feel to you. Doing good feels good in
all situations.
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Thursday: March 28

give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”
John 13: 34-35

Testifying in Love
Requithelia Allen

"I love you." "Yo te amo." "Je' taime." Love in every language
sounds lovely. We share these words with our spouses, significant
others, family, friends, church members, and even co-workers.
We extend love to each other with gestures, warm greetings, and
gifts. To love is to have a deep affection and goodwill for
something or someone. We love each other, and we are filled with
good intentions when we share these heartfelt words. So what is
Jesus saying in today's scripture?
Jesus is calling us to love each other in the way that He has loved
us. Jesus has loved us with the love of His Father, the
unconditional love that we have come to know as ‘agape' love.
This kind of love wants the best for us even when we don't agree.
Jesus served alongside His disciples as a way of displaying love
in action. Earlier in this chapter, Jesus washed the disciples' feet
as a way to show His love for them.
What are some of the ways that we can show this agape love to
one another? What would it look like to show this love in our
community? Inviting people that we speak to in the neighborhood
to church, donating food to a local food pantry, visiting the sick
and shut in, and sitting with people in mourning are all ways that
we can extend love.
Jesus reminded us that loving in this way would serve as a
testimony to the world that we are agents of God’s love.
Do-votion: Think about things Concord Church can do to extend
the love we share beyond our inner circle. Then, work with other
disciples to devise ways for us to do it. Then - lead it!
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Friday: March 29

love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Romans 12: 9-13

What’s Love Got to Do With It?
Linda Thornhill

‘What’s Love Got to Do With It" is the title to a popular song
sung by Tina Turner. It turns out that love has everything to do
with everything. Love is an essential element in our relationships.
In choosing to live our lives as people of faith, love is what we
must practice with one another. Love is mentioned in the New
Testament over 300 hundred times - from the gospels to
Revelation. God's love has been deliberate in the scripture and
intentional with the proclamation that Jesus is beloved. We are
the recipients of God's love. God does not discriminate in this
love toward us. It doesn't matter to God who we are or what we
have done; God's love is unconditional. What are we to do with
the intentional and deliberate love God has showered on us?
First, understand that there is nowhere we can go to escape the
reach of God's love. Accepting this in our journey is essential.
The authenticity of our love must be without falsity and fear.
Second, our personal love journey is key to an authentic and
healthy relationship with others. Our love journey with God is
what empowers us to be kind to one another and to love without
prejudice.
Last, we are to be deliberate and intentional in loving others
always, as God has been deliberate and intentional in loving us unconditionally.
Do-votion: We have the promise of God’s Love. How does someone
in your circle need to experience God’s love today? Do it for God!
Do genuine acts of love toward others today.

For your Saturday, March 31 Do-votion, see: p. 2
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Sunday, March 31

We know that we have passed from death to life because we
love one another. Whoever does not love abides in death.
14

I John 3:14

Strength to Forgive and Love
Samuel Phillips, III

One of the most challenging things to do in life is to love and
accept those who struggle to do what is right. It is so easy to have
a "three strikes, and you're out," or "throw away the key"
approach to the people who have disappointed or hurt us. It is
both difficult and challenging to have compassion for decent
people who have found themselves in indecent situations.
Yes, there is a place for accountability, but we must always make
room for love and forgiveness. Love covers a multitude of sins, in
addition to liberating and helping us to grow. Contrary to what
some would believe, love and forgiveness are not signs of
weakness, but evidence of growth and spiritual maturity. Don’t
confuse love and forgiveness as weakness; it takes strength and
maturity to do both.
Here, the writer states that showing love for one another is an
indication that, not only are we in a relationship with Jesus Christ,
but that relationship has had a profound impact on our lives.
Moving from death to life means that a conversion has taken
place. It means we have experienced a transformation that
positions us to forgive. There is no need to thirst for revenge.
Carrying hatred and malice in our hearts only cements the spirit
within, preventing us from living wholly and entirely as liberated
people.
Do-votion: Decide that you are going to love and forgive yourself
for some of the painful and embarrassing things you have done.
Then, do something in the spirit of love and forgiveness for
someone else.
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Monday: April 1

friend loves at all times, and kinsfolk are born to share
adversity.
Proverbs 17:17

All Weather Friends
Emma Jordan-Simpson

When I think of the constant anxiety experienced by so many
people in the last two years, I cannot help but wonder if our
republic will ever recover from the enormous unraveling of the
basic safety net protections that were in place for seniors,
children, and the environment. It is as if our sacred concerns for
people experiencing poverty, hunger, homelessness, and
unemployment have just served as the political playgrounds for
those in power. And, they certainly have not been a good friend
to the planet on whose health and bounty we depend.
We care that our friends are seeing more month than they have
money to cover their expenses for shelter and food. Offering
thoughts, prayers and warm wishes unconnected to real action is
meaningless and an insult to our Maker. I get nauseous every time
a politician tweets a message of “My thoughts and prayers are
with the family” after one of these mass shootings. We don’t need
thoughts and prayers from politicians: we need them to legislate
the solutions to the root causes of so much unnecessary adversity.
What the New Revised Standard V ersion of scripture translates as
“A friend loves at all times, and kinsfolk are born to share
adversity,” The Message translation renders as “Friends love
through all kinds of weather, and families stick together in all
kinds of trouble.” We will not insulate ourselves from the
difficulties of our present time. We can walk together determined
to be both friend and family to each other. If we do, we will be
doubly blessed. Storms are always raging and always bring
trouble. But in the most difficult of times, we can experience the
joy of our faith if we are determined to be real friends and "for
real" family with one other.
Do-votion: Stay ready to help people who are experiencing food
insecurity by adding extra items to your grocery list as you are able.
Don't wait for someone to tell you they are in need; follow your
instincts and just drop some things off ‘because you were in the
neighborhood’.
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Tuesday: April 2

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love.
I John 4: 7-8
7

Love Is What We Do
Michael O. Ojewale

Renowned author, J. Allan Petersen, wrote about a bitter and
revenge-seeking woman who approached the Reverend (Dr.)
George Crane and declared flatly about her husband, "I do not
only want to get rid of him; I want to get even. Before I divorce
him, I want to hurt him as much as he has hurt me."
Witty and creative, Dr. Crane counseled a plan that might deeply
hurt the husband, "Go home and act as if you love your husband.
Tell him how much he means to you. Praise him. Go out of your
way to be as kind, considerate, and generous as possible. Spare no
effort to please him, to enjoy him. Make him believe you love
him. After you've convinced him of your undying love and that
you cannot live without him, then drop the bomb. Tell him that
you're getting a divorce. That will hurt him." With revenge in her
eyes, she smiled and exclaimed, "Beautiful, beautiful. Will he
ever be surprised!" And she did it with enthusiasm. Acting "as if"
she really loved him. When she didn't return after two months,
Dr. Crane called. "Are you ready now to go through with the
divorce?" "Divorce?" she exclaimed. "Never! I discovered I really
do love him."

Her actions had changed her feelings. Moving, acting and doing
deeds of love not only resulted in true emotions of love but also
inspired the same response from her husband.
Do-votion: Challenge yourself to quit criticizing and finding fault
with someone. Rather, respond to them as "as if" you really and
genuinely love and care. Spare no effort to demonstrate to that
individual that they are important to you.
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Wednesday: April 3

since God loved us so much, we also ought to love
one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

1 John 4:11, 12

They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love
Michael O. Ojewale

If I asked you, "Why does the sun shine and radiate heat?" you
might retort, "What kind of question is that? What else do you
expect of the sun? The very nature of the sun is to give light and
heat." Science may explain how but not why the sun shines and
gives heat. We espouse an almighty, compassionate and
vulnerable God. Why does God love us? For no reason other than
"God is love." It is God's inherent nature to love just as it is
inherent for the sun to give light and heat. I may provide
testimonies for how but not why God loves me (Romans 5:6-11).
The New Testament portrays a God whose very essence and
nature is love.
The sun is the primary source of energy for the earth. The sun
powers all the life-sustaining cycles in nature. What does the sun
benefit for all it does? Nothing! The sun gives its energy and sets
life in motion. Turn the question around: How does God benefit
from loving and caring? If you say "worship," "love,"
"obedience," or "reverence," I am not going to argue with those
responses from your Sunday school class but, for me, I am still
searching for a more convincing answer to why God loves me - as
God does - and what loving me does for God. Those answers
from our Sunday school classes are okay, but the truth is that
nothing we do adds to, benefits or increases God in any form or
shape. God loves us with no strings attached and not because God
wants something from us in return. But experiencing God's love
inevitably sparks a loving and worshiping response from us.
Do-votion: As a child of God, with God’s DNA of love, do some
genuine loving deeds for someone today without any justification
or expectation whatsoever.
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Thursday: April 4

end of all things is near; therefore be serious and
discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all,
maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a
multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without
complaining.
I Peter 4: 7-9

The End is Near, But It’s Not Over
Emma Jordan-Simpson

My late sister and I had a unique childhood bond. We looked out
for each other. If I was crying, she came to sit with me. She
offered no words to fix anything, just her calming presence. If
she was anxious, I found ways to walk with her. Movement walking, running - soothed her. Our infrequent sibling fights
never lasted long because we understood that whatever we were
fighting about could not overshadow the actionable love we had
to have for each other.
We all live under the banner of "the end of all things is near." We
do not know the time, and it doesn't matter. What matters is that
we see each other, we go the extra mile for each other. Why?
Because whatever is coming against us cannot overshadow the
fact that we belong to each other. We belong to each other not just
because of our shared experiences; but because we are chosen
family and now "of one blood." We are on a journey together
that will not end on this side. The trauma we are experiencing
will one day be over. We and who ‘we’ are to one another will
never end.

Often, the ending is not near, but it may feel like it. If you see
someone acting out, anxiety overcoming them, don't berate them
for being ‘dramatic.' Show up in a way that offers a calm
presence. Don't tell people how they should feel - show them that
you love them and see them.
Do-votion: Offer the hospitality of your calming presence to
someone who is worried about something. Don’t judge their
worrying. Love them without judging, diminishing their fears,
complaining - and hardest of all, trying to fix it.
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Friday: April 5

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received. 11 Whoever
speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever
serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God
may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong
the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
I Peter 4: 10-11

What’s Gonna Work? Teamwork!
Shakeema North

My brother’s favorite television show when he was a kid was about
three superhero pets – Linny the Guinea Pig, Ming-Ming Duckling,
and Turtle Tuck. These "Wonder Pets" were on a mission to save
pets in distress. Each episode would begin with a telephone call
where the Wonder Pets learned there was an animal in trouble
somewhere in need of help. Whether it was providing a home for a
group of baby birds displaced from their nest or helping a baby
penguin caught on an iceberg to reconnect with its family, the call to
help was one the Wonder Pets were happy to receive, and they were
eager to respond. In addition to teaching kids how to problem solve,
what was interesting about the Wonder Pets was how they
understood their work as members of the animal community.




Their work was important, and no matter how challenging the
task was, they wouldn't stop until the distressed animals got what
they needed.
Each mission presented its own set of unique challenges, but
they already had what they needed to get the job done.
Each had unique gifts and strengths and they needed to work
together to complete each mission.

As the body of Christ, we each must answer the "distress calls" of
those in our community needing help. Like that of the Wonder Pets,
our work is both serious and necessary. Today's text reminds us that
we already have what we need to get the job done. Let's not only
commit to using the gifts we've received from God to serve one
another; let's also commit to working together to make it happen. As
the Wonder Pets would say, "We're not too big, and we're not too
tough, but when we work together we’ve got the right stuff!"
Do-votion: If you are a member of a ministry group, seek to have
your ministry group work with another to achieve a task for the
community that neither of you could do alone.
For your Saturday, April 6 Do-votion, see: p. 2
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Sunday: April 7

So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat,
wait for one another. 34 If you are hungry, eat at home, so that
when you come together, it will not be for your condemnation.
About the other things I will give instructions when I come.

I Corinthians 11: 27-34

Don’t Eat Yourself to Death
Emma Jordan-Simpson

I saw a video where the United Nations Peacekeepers had arrived
at a location where there had been turmoil. In war, the children
are always collateral damage. This video showed the chaos and
typical scenes of the damage caused by war. Humanitarian Aid
was on the way, but in the interim, the Peacekeepers were sharing
food and supplies. For sure, they only brought enough to provide
until the Humanitarian Aid arrived, but it was coming. As I
watched this video, something stood out for me. A young boy
who was a victim of the turmoil himself was leading other
children, one by one, to the Peacekeepers to get their ration of
food. Over and over again, he would bring a kid to the
Peacemakers to get food, and then when that child had been
seated and given food, he would run off and get another child.
Eventually, an adult held the boy's arm and sat him down,
insisting that he eat. He did, but then quickly got up to go and
look for other children, bringing them to get food. I noticed that
the adults were already eating, oblivious to the children who had
not eaten. Maybe they were too distressed. Yet, this child kept
bringing more hungry children to this rescue station.
Jesus has set a big, expansive table of abundance that reflects God's
hospitality. Making room for others to partake of its bounty does
not decrease how much is available. If we are scarfing down God's
blessings, content to eat alone, and determined that we will get
more than the next person, not waiting on each other - we are just
eating ourselves into death. The next time we approach the
Communion Table, we should examine ourselves: when was the
last time I ran off to find someone who needed what this Table
offers? The New Life is in the making sure no one has been
passed. New Life is in waiting for one another to eat together.
Do-votion: Reach out to someone who has been missing from the
Communion Table. And, practice waiting for all to be at your own
table, served and ready to eat, before you pick up your fork.
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Monday: April 8

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct
our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound
in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for
you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you
may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all his saints.
1 Thessalonians 3: 11-13

More Than a Second-Hand Emotion
Sharon Norwood-Burwell

I like the song from the movie "What’s Love Got to Do with It."
A key phrase in that song is "it's a second-hand emotion." But
from a biblical standpoint, love has a whole lot to do with our
journey in life. I was nurtured with love from birth. God sent His
Son to be an example of how we should love one another. From
the time He began teaching, preaching, and healing in Galilee, it
did not matter what you were or who you were, He had the
compassion to love and to heal.

Let's take a look at some of the people Jesus healed. Peter's
mother was stricken with a fever; Jesus touched her hand, the
temperature left her, and she waited on them. What about the
Centurion's servant? The elders asked Jesus to heal the servant,
because of the Centurion's love for the Jewish people. What
faith! The servant was healed.
When the religious leaders challenged Jesus about the first and
great commandment, He told them," love your God with all thy
heart, soul and mind; and love thy neighbor as thyself." There is
room for love, and the scripture says "May the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you."
“More love to Thee, O Christ, More love to Thee!
Hear Thou the prayer I make On bended knee;
This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ to Thee,
More love to Thee, More love to Thee!”
Do-votion: You may be showing love to one another, but think of
this - what would it look like if you were ‘abounding’ in love for one
another? Talk to a fellow member and ask them, “What helps you
feel like a loved member of the congregation?” What can you do to
help others feel beloved?
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Tuesday: April 9

Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. 17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six
months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and
the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 19 My
brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth
and is brought back by another, 20 you should know that whoever
brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul
from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
James 5: 16—20

A Prayer Testimony
Cleveland Thornhill

Ten years ago, I lay in bed as a surgical patient at the Brooklyn
Methodist Hospital. My mind was in distress, and my heart troubled at
being told I needed to have extensive surgery to repair a lower
intestinal bleed. Further, the specific site of the bleed could not be
located because of diverticulosis. Their concern was the prevention of
another highly probable and significant bleed that would predictably
occur without surgical intervention.
The surgeon met with me, diagnosed my condition and proposed his
remedy. My immediate response was a deep desire for prayer. I began
to pray and became conscious that I was confessing my sins and
shortcomings. After the prayer, I remember feeling what seemed to be
an intimate spiritual cleansing. I felt more positive in my attitude of
prayer. I prayed for hours, asking God for the healing of my mind,
body, and spirit.
The surgeon and his interns were determined to use their considerable
skills on me. They waited for another bleed which would make me
reconsider my hesitancy to pursue their plan. I remember having great
confidence that God through Christ Jesus would raise me up and out of
my affliction. And yes, I believe, even to this very day, that I and others
prayed me out of that hospital bed and into healing. Over the years
now, my physician asks at my quarterly and annual medical exams,
"Have you had any more symptoms?" For ten years, my response has
been "Praise God from whom all blessings flow, no symptoms!" To
God be the Glory, Praise Father, Son, had Holy Spirit."
Do-votion: Do you know someone who is facing a particular trial or
challenging situation? Step up your prayers with and for them!
You will strengthen one another by exercising the kind of faith that
grows by the power of earnest and honest prayer.
36

Wednesday: April 10

“...But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to
the inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within the
body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together with it.
1 Corinthians 12:20-26

We Fight As Family Because That’s What We Are
Michael O. Ojewale

As I walked into the chaplains' offices, I saw the Catholic
chaplain, who had resumed hours before me, eating his lunch in
his office. I have forgotten what it was about, but as I hanged my
bag on the door handle of my office in my usual jovial way, I
yelled to him in his office, "We're going to fight! Finish your
meal because you will need the energy." The school psychologist
whose office was opposite the chaplains' offices heard me and
thought that was an interesting announcement. He said to me,
"You people are funny. You even announce and schedule your
fights." I said, "Yes, we fight fair; we fight like family." Just then,
as those words fell out of my mouth, it struck me: the
psychologist who spoke with me works in a hostile cat-andmouse department where rancor, animosity and damaging rumors
are a staple.
After the Catholic chaplain and I ended our "fight," I thought of
Christians who have left the fellowship of a local church simply
because they disagree with the pastor, an elder or a deacon, or can
no longer stomach the goings on in the church. They leave the
local church or change churches simply because they have no
understanding of a local church or an assembly of Christians as
God's family unit. If they understand church as a family, they will
fight and still preserve the family unit of "one body," and not
break away or separate from it. Fight fair. Fight in love. Stay.
Do-votion: Find a former church member who no longer worships
with you and encourage them to return to the family, because in a
family you don’t just fight to separate and go your different ways.
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Thursday: April 11

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we
ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses help?
1 John 3: 16-17

Extending God’s Love to One Another
Requithelia Allen

Love is life-giving. Anytime we are operating outside of love; we
are missing something. Jesus gave the ultimate sacrifice because
of His love for us. In truth, the words "lay down our lives"
always give me pause. Is the writer of John saying that we should
be willing to die for each other as an expression of our love?
Literal martyrdom is rarely required for us today because we live
in a country that allows us religious freedom. So, what is being
said here? The gospel writer is pushing us towards the practical
ways that we can extend God's love to each other. There are
countless practical occasions for us to be agents of God's love.
Sharing our goods with those in need and taking winter coats to a
shelter are concrete and practical examples of showing God's
love. Standing up to protest an immoral public budget that
rewards the rich and penalizes the poor is also an act of love.
Enacting life-giving love also requires giving of one’s self
sacrificially. In these instances “laying down our lives” looks like
going beyond what is convenient. Each week after bible study our
Pastor asks the question “Who needs a ride home?” We never
leave without making sure everyone in attendance has a safe
means to get home. There are times when offering the ride
requires the driver to travel in the opposite direction of their own
home, but they do it anyway. On the surface, this seems like a
small sacrifice, but to the one who would otherwise be waiting on
a corner for a bus, or walking to the subway - it is a genuine
expression of God's love. What are we doing each day to exhibit
this life-giving love?
Do-votion: Get together with two or three other members of
Concord and talk about a need that you see among our members or
in our community. What is required to meet that need? What are
you willing to do together to meet that need?
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Friday: April 12

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to
our neighbors, for we are members of one another. Ephesians 4: 25-27

I Need YOU To Survive!
Emma Jordan-Simpson

I was listening to Hezekiah Walker’s song, “I Need You To
Survive” about a year ago. When I changed the emphasis from “I”
need you to survive to I need “you” to survive, I found new
meaning in the lyrics.
It is (God’s) will, that every need be supplied.
You are important to me, I need you to survive.

I need YOU to survive, YOU to live, and YOU to thrive. I need
YOU to be whole. I need those outcomes for you, not just
because we are members of each other. I need them because YOU
need them. If you need air, I need for you to have air. If you
need food, I need for you to have food. You live in a world that
has been so arrested and distorted from it’s original plan. Instead
of a healthy planet with bountiful seas, appropriate sunshine, and
stars that can be viewed by everyone - this distortion has
delivered scarcity, global warming and polluted skylines. The air
you breathe is replete with the toxicity of oppression.
Friend — I need YOU to be able to survive all of this. And, if
YOU are to survive, that means there is work I have to do. I want
your story to be about thriving, imagination, wholeness and joy.
And, because we are members of one another - YOU want the
same for ME. You have work to do if I am to live to tell a story
of wholeness and joy.
No more falsehoods. There is enough for us. My liberation does
not require your oppression. My abundance does not mean your
scarcity. Win-lose? No, always win-win. The gift of new life in
Christ knits us together; we are members of one another. We will
survive.
Do-votion: Get with a few of your pew-mates. Buy a case of water.
Pick a location in the community - any location - and together, hand
out water. Tell the people, “You can survive this, whatever this is!”
For your Saturday, April 13 Do-votion, see: p. 2
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Palm Sunday: April 14

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 2 I will praise the
Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
3
Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no
help. 4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
5
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in
the Lord their God, 6 who made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes
justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The Lord
sets the prisoners free; 8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
9
The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and
the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10
The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all
generations. Praise the Lord.
Psalm 146

Help and Hope

Emma Jordan-Simpson

Palm Sunday is such a strange day of celebration! We know how
this week will end. But for now, we see the humble Jesus of
Nazareth riding into town. He’s not in a royal chariot fit for a
king. He’s riding on a donkey. He identifies with those who were
being oppressed and taxed by the ruling powers. It’s clear that he
came to do more than overturn the tables in the Temple. Our help
and hope is in the active love of our God who identifies with the
children, the widows, the outcasts, and the poor. The psalmist
shows us that the people do not have to put their hope in earthly
powers - God will see about God’s children (v 5). God’s love is
activated, dynamic and working. Jesus rides into Jerusalem on
that power: the power of God’s love that creates, is faithful,
executes judgment for the oppressed, feeds the people, liberates
the people, and lifts the ones whose backs have been bent by the
bullies. God’s love knows no strangers and protects the little ones.
We celebrate today, but the conclusion of this week reveals God’s
plan to deal with evil. Jesus is riding an awful journey through the
deadliest evil. Hold on to one another. Remind each other that this
God is our help, and the plan carried in the heart of the one riding
this donkey is our hope.
Do-votion: Is there an issue in the community that makes you
angry? Let your love move you to do something about it.
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Monday: April 15

If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your
community in any of your towns within the land that the Lord your
God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward
your needy neighbor. 8 You should rather open your hand, willingly
lending enough to meet the need, whatever it may be. 9 Be careful
that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The seventh
year, the year of remission, is near,” and therefore view your needy
neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry
to the Lord against you, and you would incur guilt. 10 Give liberally
and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord
your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you
undertake. 11 Since there will never cease to be some in need on the
earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and
needy neighbor in your land.”
Deuteronomy 15: 7-11

We Can Put Out Fires with Our Actions
Q Hailey

We don't have to look far to see the poor and needy among us, but
what is striking is the number of times we see a fire burning and
become paralyzed. I witnessed this as I was parking a few days
ago. In an instant, there were multiple fires trucks, police officers
and a crowd that formed outside of a corner apartment engulfed
with flames. As I walked towards the fire to seek out the family,
they were surrounded by people watching, but no one engaged the
affected family. How often do we run to the scene of our
neighbor's metaphorical fire and become a bystander?
What would happen if we just asked, "what do you need?" In a
world that is seeking to destroy those who are not within the top
percentage of wealth, it is up to us to put out fires with our
actions. God commanded the Israelites, "don't harden your
hearts." God commanded them to open their hands, to see the
poor. This is the posture that we are expected to have towards
one another. We may not all have the means to provide
financially, but asking a person about their needs can go a long
way. A listening ear, a warm embrace, a home cooked meal or
even a smile can shift the nature of a person's situation.
Do-votion: We will all face fires at some point. Do ask this
question of someone who is going through something, “What do
you need?” Be honest about what you can provide.
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Tuesday: April 16

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon
everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
Acts 2: 42-47

A Sandwich for Everybody
Candace Simpson

When I was in school, there was nothing like A l’s Steak and
Cheese wraps. Every so often, my friends and I would go to the
dining hall called “The Cave,” knowing good and well we didn’t
all have the flexible meal plan. And yet, we would order one of
Al’s famous Steak and Cheese wraps. At the cashier, someone
would say “Who got me on this?” And someone else in the group
would say, “I got you! I have extra meals to spare this week.” As
time grew on, the question transformed from “Who got me?” to
“whose meal card is this on this time?”
I’m thankful for the generosity of my friends. It was at those
tables where we plotted road trips, debriefed ridiculous class
moments and supported each other during rough breakups. The
lunch table was sacred to us. We’d spend hours in the Cave,
almost forgetting the stress of the world around us. “Day by day,
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.”
How were they saved? They "spent time together in the temple;
they broke bread, at home, and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts." We can save each other by sharing meals,
spending time together, and cultivating a posture of mindfulness
and gratitude. Beautiful things can happen at the dinner table if
we just still ourselves long enough to witness and participate in
the miracle.
Do-votion: Organize a dinner party for friends you haven’t seen in a
while. It can be as fancy or as regular as you’d like. Instead of going
to a restaurant or preparing a meal for your guests, consider
cooking together.
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Wednesday: April 17

The word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying: 9 Thus says the
Lord of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to
one another; 10 do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or
the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.
Zechariah 7: 8-10

I Am You And You Are Me
Harry L. Franklin

A recent edition of “Sunday Morning” on CBS featured a
segment on the growing problem of loneliness in America.
Despite all of the technology that enables people to reach out to
each other, 46% of Americans report feelings of loneliness.
Facebook, Twitter, text messages, and email aren't sufficient to
meet the need in people for meaningful connection. Even our
young people, who are social media experts, report a sense of
isolation. The truth is that human beings need to feel the warmth
of human affection: a hug, a caring pat on the back, and, yes, a
gentle kiss on the cheek. Technology can't hug us, or kiss us, or
show empathy for us! Only we can do that for each other. But, it
seems that so little of that is being done. People need to know and
feel that somebody truly cares about them! Really! That can
make a world of difference.
Enter the church of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul reminds us
that we are communal beings and that we are connected. He says
we are related one to another. Therefore, it is our responsibility to
include, not exclude each other; to embrace, not reject each other.
The Prophet Zechariah goes further and suggests that we must
care for the ones among us who are vulnerable and in need and
treat them with kindness, not disdain.
We Concorders — "a community of friends, witnessing for
Christ" — are called upon to lead the way by reaching out to each
other, as well as to the people in our community who are lonely,
or sick, or hurt. We must ask the Holy Spirit to help us find the
words to say, and the appropriate ways in which we can assure
them that "Concord cares."
Do-votion: Offer to sit with parents during Sunday morning
worship as they wait for the dedication ceremony for their baby.
Let them know they are welcome.
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Maundy Thursday: April 18

So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet.
John 13: 14

Follow This Leader!
Emma Jordan-Simpson

I have heard a lot of qualities proposed for what makes a leader
worth following. The characteristics of humility, integrity, and
trustworthiness are considered qualities required in a leader.
Obviously, the world is not highlighting the right leaders! We are
overrun with global leaders who are anything but trustworthy.
The people who are often promoted and celebrated are the egocentric, celebrity leaders whose list of requirements from their
followers is so much longer than what they require of themselves.
Early in my career, I served as host for a leader who came to speak
for a public event organized by my organization. It was the worst
experience ever! This person sent a list of requirements detailing a
certain kind of car for pick-up from the airport, water in the car at
room temperature, only Coke products in the hotel room, fresh
flowers, fresh fruit, a waiting room in our organization with natural
lighting only...and on and on. (They sent 3 pages of requirements!)
When this leader reached out to me a few years later with an offer to
work for them, I immediately turned the offer down with a hearty
“Thanks, but no thanks!” Who wants to follow self-serving celebrity
leadership? Not me.
The gospels often recount stories of Jesus having meals with
people. There is never any indication that he sent his requirements
for how his meat should be seasoned ahead of him. He eats what
the people eat. Likewise, he does not ask his disciples to do
anything he is not willing to do himself with great joy. Serve
each other. Love one another. When someone has worked hard,
traveled a long journey or is tired from the work of ministry - do
something for each other that will offer sustenance to the body
and refreshment to the soul. Jesus washed the feet of his disciples
to honor them, and to show them how to work together, mindful
of one another’s needs. If Jesus - our Leader - can serve in this
way, we can serve one another.
Do-votion: What can you do for the person who shares a ministry
with you that demonstrates your love for them? Do that!
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Good Friday: April 19

My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have
received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear
one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ. 3 For if those who are nothing think they are something,
they deceive themselves.
Galatians 6:1-3

Love Restores When True Humility Is On Display
Michael O. Ojewale

The Greek word agape (love) seems to have been virtually a
Christian invention - a new word for a new thing. Apart from
about twenty occurrences in the Greek version of the Old
Testament, it is almost non-existent before the New Testament.
The Greek language had distinct words to describe different
categories of love. For example ‘eros,' for sexual passion, ‘philia'
for friendship, and ‘storge' for parental or familial love and
affection. But when unmerited, unconditional love of God as
demonstrated in Christ's voluntary sacrificial death for our sins,
and as commanded by Christ in our dealings with others became
the focus, a new word had to be invented to describe this
unnatural, out-of-this-world, spiritual expression of love. Agape
is a matter of will rather than feeling. As Christians, we must love
even those who hate us and those we may have good reasons to
dislike (Matt. 5:44-48). Agape love is the fundamental element in
our Christ-likeness.
In "Mere Christianity," C.S. Lewis wrote, "Do not waste your
time bothering whether you ‘love' your neighbor - act as if you
did. As soon as we do this, we find one of the great secrets. When
you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently
come to love that one. If you injure someone you dislike, you will
find yourself hating that one even more. If you do someone a
good turn, you will find yourself disliking them less."
True love restores an erring or fallen believer “in the spirit of
gentleness.” True love bears “one another’s burdens.” Only true
love fulfills “the law of Christ,” who, in love, bore our sins on His
cross.
Do-votion: Today, think of a practical way to live out Paul’s
injunction in Romans 12:21: “Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.”
For your Saturday, April 20 Do-votion, see: p. 2
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Easter Sunday: April 21

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,
about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do
who have no hope.
18
Therefore encourage one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4: 13, 18

God’s Greatest Do-votion!
Gary V. Simpson

Resurrection is God’s greatest Do-votion for the world.
Over and over again throughout my life, I have heard that God
has unconditional love available to ‘whosoever will.' During this
Lenten Season, you have been asked to go beyond the typical
spiritual practices of reading, prayer, and reflection, and into the
space of finding ways to demonstrate, embody, incarnate these
ideas on which you typically reflect.
Which actions continue to stay with you until today? Why do you
remember them? Did you share them with anyone? If you can
recall it and share it, that calls for a celebration!
And this is why we gather together on the highest day of our
faith. We celebrate that in raising Christ from the dead, God
shows the unique and awesome, life-changing, world-changing
power of the resurrection of Christ. This is the very center of our
faith. Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 15:14 that “If Christ is not
raised from the dead, our faith is in vain.” This raising of Christ
is the ultimate act of God's undying love for us. The horrors and
pains of Friday are now overcome and transformed into the
Hallelujahs that report Christ has risen indeed. All past troubles,
traumas, tragedies, and challenges are re-shaped and re-cast
through this morning's act of everlasting power. God has raised
Christ. This is God's ultimate demonstration that nothing can
separate us from this love.
Thank you for journeying with us to this place that changes lives
forever. He is risen, indeed!
Blessed Easter to you, dear pilgrim.
Do-votion: “Encourage each other with these words.”
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